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NECC President David Hartleb shakes the hand of a graduating 
student during the 2003 convocation ceremony. 
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Students display acting 
and directing talent in 


College set to celebrate 
graduating students 


Over 600 students 
are scheduled to 
graduate during the 
May 22 program 


By BILL DONOVAN 
News Editor 


NECC will hold its annual grad- 
uation ceremony Saturday, May 22 
at 11 a.m. on the Haverhill campus. 
In a large tent covering the grassy 
field in front of the Sports and 
Fitness Center, students adorned in 
their caps and gowns will receive 
their diplomas. 

Tom Bergeron, famous televi- 
sion personality, Haverhill native 
and former NECC student, will also 
make an appearance at the event, 
speaking with soon to be graduating 
NECC students. 

\ week before the graduation, 


an awards convocation will occur 
Thursday, April 13 at 7 p.m. in the 
Ourania Behrakis cafeteria. 
Students are nominated for academ- 
ic achievement by faculty and for 
co-curricular service through the 
NECC clubs and organizations they 
are affiliated with. 

Bergeron, host of “America’s 
Funniest Home _ Videos” and 
“Hollywood Squares,” is a former 
student of NECC. He grew up in 
Haverhill, graduating from 
Haverhill High School and later 
attending the college. He worked as 
a disc jockey at WHAV TV station 
in Haverhill.In 1980 Bergeron 
devised “The Tom Bergeron Show,” 
a late-night comedy talk program 
which was highly rated. 

He then became a part of WBZ- 
TV in 1982, hosting for such shows 
as “4Today,” “Super Kids,” and 
“Rap Around.” Five years later, 
Bergeron became anchor of WBZ’s 
“People Are Talking,” a top-rated 
daily show in Boston. 


“We like to have individuals 
whose lives have been touched by 
Northern Essex,” said NECC 
President David Hartleb. “A com- 
munity college can be a stepping 
stone to careers in all areas includ- 
ing entertainment. We find students 
hearing from those who 
walked where they walk and have 
gone on to achieve their goals. They 
are inspired by their stories of suc- 
cess. 

Many will be at the graduation, 
including faculty, family, and 
friends. Over 600 students are tak- 
ing part in the ceremony, graduating 
and receiving certificates in over 70 
fields. These include liberal arts, 
business, criminal justice, paralegal 
studies, computers, human services, 
deaf studies, and healthcare. 

The student speaker at the grad- 
uation ceremony will be Charlene 
Boucher, a business management 
major. She returned to school after 
spending years in the workplace. 
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Hartleb excited about budget, construction 


College positive 
about level funding 
and Commencement 


By Davin WiLLIs 
Editor 


Excited about the upcoming bud- 
get prospects that would allow the 
college to avoid raising student fees, 
NECC President David Hartleb 
updated the faculty and administra- 
tion on issues including construction 
and Commencement at the general 
staff meeting Monday, 

“It's good news, because we 
might get level funding,” Hartleb 
said. 

After three years of budget cuts, 
Hartled was happy to announce it 
appears the state's community col- 
leges will be receiving level funding 
for FY"OS, 


“It’s pretty sad we are excited 
about level funding, but it is good 
after years of cuts,” Hartleb stated. 

As explained previously to the 
Observer by NECC vice president of 
administration, level funding consists 
of the college receiving $15,163,084 
which the college was budgeted in 
FY'03. 

Hartleb added the only possible 
stumbling block for this move is that 
the Senate still needs to vote on it, 
but he said it looked as if it is official. 

He was also happy to report that 
since the college will be receiving the 
same amount in FY’0S that it did in 
FY°Q4, he is hoping the college will 
not have to raise student fees, which 
he commented he is happy about 

Hartleb also stated he is still hop- 
ing the state will fund an extra $10 
million that would be distributed to 
the 15 community colleges based on 
need. This money would go towards 
paying the colleges back for the 
amounts which have been cut from 


the budget in the previous three 
years, 

It was also announced the 
AFSCME contract was also funded. 

Hartleb also 
updated the 
NECC commu- 
nity on the state 
of the four build- 
ing projects the 
college is cur- 
rently working 


He reported 
construction on 
the Haverhill 
technology center is underway and is 
on schedule to be finished in summer 
of 2005. 

“Things are going pretty much as 
they should,” Hartleb stated. 

Also underway is the work on the 
Ourania Behrakis Student Center, 
which will be going through renova- 
tions to become a one-stop registra- 
tion and advising center. Hartleb said 
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Things are going 
pretty much as 
they should. 

on. —David Hartleb 


that every service has been moved 
out of the building, with the excep- 
tion of the Observer and the book- 
store. He stated the finish date was 
pushed back © six 
weeks, but said every- 
one knew the original 
date was far too opti- 
mistic. 

Renovations are 
also waiting to take 
place for the Chester 
Hawrylciw __ perfor- 
mance theater. The 
project, which will 
convert Lecture Hall 
A into the theater is still in the fund- 
raising Stages, according to Hartleb. 
He stated faculty member Pricilla 
Bellairs has been the leading force in 
the raising of money, along with 
Director of Institutional 
Advancement Jean Poth. 

He mentioned the plan cannot 
begin, however, until the technology 
center is finished. His reasoning 


behind that. was the music club, 
which will move into the technology 
center, would have no place to prac- 
tice if the lecture hall was taken 
away. 

The fourth on the list was the 
Lawrence Technology Center. 
Hartleb said due to the overcrowding 
at the Lawrence Campus, the motiva- 
tion behind making the center work 
is a priority. They are working on 
building it on a site, which is current- 
ly holding a vacated mall, which 
Hartleb stated the city is willing to 
give to the college. 

“This won’t happen today, 
tomorrow or the next day but soon,” 
Hartleb said. 

He also stated the college is look- 
ing to find more space for classrooms 
in Lawrence to help with the over- 
crowding. 

Hartleb also addressed a report 
put together by the 15 Massachusetts 
Community Colleges which showed 


See Convocation, page 12 
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A look at the joy 
of graduating 


When it comes to commencement, 
Northern Essex Community College 
doesn’t seem to fool around. 

At first look, it seems that a big 
graduation wouldn’t seem important. 
Many students just graduated from 
high school two or three years ago, so 
donning a cap and gown and receiving 
a diploma in front of a large group is 
hardly a big deal. 

But that isn’t the case when look- 
ing at Northern Essex. 

For the majority of students of 
Northern Essex, a high school gradua- 
tion isn’t something they had just done 
two years ago. 

Many NECC students never even 
finished high school, getting their 
GED. So they never got to have a high 
school graduation. For them, getting an 
Associate’s Degree is something to be 
proud of. It also serves as the high 
school graduation they never had. 

However, the people who gradua- 
tion seems to mean the most to are the 
“nontraditional college students,” 
which is a more politically correct way 


Correction 


The Observer incorrectly 
reported the location of the alter- 
cation between Paul Bamberger 
and a security guard. The incident 
occurred in the faculty office, 
according to chief of security 
Glen Beal. 

Also, security guards are able 
to earn overtime pay, contrary to 
what was reported in the previous 
issue, according to NECC vice 
president of administration Mark 
Andrews. 


of saying older students. 

Those people did one of the hard- 
est things that a person can do, they 
returned to school after being out in the 
real world for years. 

For them, getting an Associate’s 
Degree is a major accomplishment. An 
example of this is NECC’s Kathleen 
Proietti. Twenty-one years after drop- 
ping out of high school, Proietti got her 
GED then enrolled at Northern Essex. 
After receiving her Associates Degree, 
she moved on to the University of 
Southern Maine, where she eventually 
got her Master’s Degree in Computer 
Science. 

She is now the Assistant Dean of 
math, science and technology. She was 
also given the David 8. Pierce Faculty 
Technology Award, a national award 
for excellence in the field of instruction 
in technology in April. 

But it isn’t just the nontraditional 
students. Graduating from Northen 
Essex with an Associate’s degree is a 
big deal to most every student. The fact 
that the college puts on a good cere- 
mony makes it even better. 

For this year, comedian/television 
personality and former NECC student 
Tom Bergeron will be the keynote 
speaker. The former Haverhill resident 
has been hosting “Hollywood 
Squares,” a syndicated game show 
since 1998. 

NECC President David Hartleb 
said Bergeron is very excited to be 
speaking at the college where he stud- 
ied mime. 

In addition to Bergeron, the cere- 
mony; which takes place on May 22, 
will have student speaker Charlene 
Boucher and will be outside of the 
Sports and Fitness Center. 

Students should proudly say, “I’m 
going to Northern Essex” when they 
enter and should be proud of their 
degree when they graduate. 


What do you think of Red Sox 
pitcher Pedro Martinez talking 
about leaving the team? 


The award-winning student newspaper 
of Northern Essex Community College 


Nate Cote, History Tim Johnson, Business Transfer Keith Clarke, Political Science 
- 3 “Let him leave. He’s not as good as “If we do lose him, maybe we'll lose “It happens every year. He always 
2003 Pacemaker Finalist he once was.” the drive the Sox have.” threatens to leave. Pedro is not going 


Associated Collegiate Press 


to be a Red Sox.” 
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If you are young, hot, & untalented, 
you can now become a huge star! 


The newest fad in the 
entertainment world 
is the untalented 


By KELLY FITZGERALD 
Opinion Editor 


‘Being talented 
— in the music indus- 
try is no longer 
needed to have a 
career. It seems 
like there isn’t 
even a need to 
ll know how to sing. 
AY _ American Idol cast 
ln” off William Hung, 
who amused every- 
one with his version of Ricky 
Martin’s “She Bangs” got a record 
deal. While he may be cute and 
funny, who could really sit and listen 
to an entire out of tune cd? 
Computers can now make almost 
anyone’s voice sound great. Britney 
Spears is the perfect example. I don’t 
think she can really sing.-Her latest 
single, “Toxic” is obviously comput- 
er enhanced to make her sound bet- 
ter. Don’t get me wrong, I actually 


; 


like the song, but I still don’t consid- 
er Britney a singer. She’s more a per- 
formance artist, like a mime. Better 
yet, a puppet. 

Britney’s extravagant concerts 
include everything from dancing, 
elaborate costumes and screaming 
fans. Maybe that’s why no one 
notices she doesn’t sing a word. 

In her recent televised concert on 


ig 


It’s hard to escape 
the pop culture 
phenomenon. It’s 
easier to embrace 
tae 


Showtime, it was way too obvious 
Britney was just singing along with a 
recording. A few times her mouth 
wasn’t even matching up with the 
words. 

But the most interesting thing is 
it seems Spears re-records some of 
her popular songs to sound complete- 
ly different, adding to the illusion she 


is actually singing. While she does 
put on an interesting show, isn’t the 
whole point of a concert to hear the 
singer sing? I’m sure the little girls or 
the over-stimulated boys don’t care 
about anything except seeing Britney 
live and up close, but what about 
those that have a brain? 

Janet Jackson’s recent perfor- 
mance on Saturday Night Live was 
the most blatant display of singing 
along with a recording since the infa- 
mous Milli Vanilli. Jackson is well 
known for lip singing, and she does- 
n’t try to hide it. 

I’ve been to quite a different vari- 
ety of concerts, including Blink 182, 
No Doubt, Ozzfest, Tool, 50 cent and 
even the first season of American 
Idol Top Ten, and none of these 
artists lip synced their way through a 
show. 

The best part of a live show is 
hearing your favorite songs sung dif- 
ferently, or maybe even hearing unre- 
leased, spur of the moment songs. 

I can’t understand why anyone 
would pay all that money for a ticket 
to basically listen to a louder version 
of the artist’s CD. 

It is easy to see why the music 
industry caters to these “singers”. 
The teeny bopper generation are the 
ones that buy the music. Everything 


The wrong approach 
to the war on terror 


By EmiLy DIGNAN 
Contributing Reporter 


It has been 
quite awhile 
since President 
Bush declared 
+ war against ter- 
rorism, but we 
have yet to see 
much progress 
as far as the 
complete eradi- 
cation of terrorists. It seems that 
when one terrorist is captured, anoth- 
er pops up elsewhere. The United 
States seems to be playing a giant 
game of “whack-a-mole” with terror- 
ists throughout the world. 

But isn’t our army the strongest 
in the world? Isn’t our intelligence 
the most intelligent? And we do have 
more money than any other country 
in the world. We are the United 
States, after all. Perhaps the problem 
lies in the fact that we have naively 
undertaken an impossible task. 

One may argue the war on terror- 
ism is a tool used by the Bush 
Administration to manipulate voters. 
If this is indeed the case, a logical 
solution to the problem would fail to 
sway the actions of the president. 

Nevertheless, as those who are 
supposed to be represented by our 
president, it is our responsibility to 
understand the fatal error that is 
being made by our leaders. 

Rather than declaring war on ter- 
rorism, the United States should be 
declaring war on its own abuse of 
power, hypocrisy and past mistakes. 
We must understand terrorism in 


order to eliminate it, not arrogantly 
and reactively lash out against it. 
Otherwise, we will continue to create 
terrorists faster than we can kill 
them. 

For example, one of the largest 
concentrations of terrorists are in 
South American countries. We are 
distracted from this reality by the 
focus on the conflict in Iraq and other 
areas of the world, but it is present 
nonetheless. 

As part of the “War On Drugs,” 
U.S. planes frequently pass over 
farmland in countries like Colombia 
where drug-related plants are sup- 
posedly originating. They are drop- 
ping a mixture of chemicals that not 
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It seems that when 
one terrorist is 

captured another 
pops up elsewhere. 


only destroy the food supply and 
alternative plants, but also the health 
of the poor farmers who inhabit the 
land. Not only does this practice fail 
to eliminate the drug supply— crops 
of cocoa plants and poppy seeds con- 
tinue to pop up in other countries to 
meet the demand— but it turns peo- 
ple against the U.S. and creates ter- 


rorists as well. 

Those whose chances of physical 
and economic stability have been 
destroyed by the crop dusting proce- 
dures turn against the country who 
has inflicted them: a logical and 
understandable consequence of our 
actions. 

Yet another example of our abuse 
of power is the treatment of the 
Afghani people by the United States 
following the fall of Taliban rule. 
According to a report published 
recently by the Human Rights Watch, 
U.S. forces are guilty of using exces- 
sive—sometimes deadly—force 
against combatants and citizens 
alike, mistreating and even torturing 
detainees. 

Once in detention, the report 
says, the prisoners are often subject- 
ed to harsh interrogation techniques. 
Released detainees report having 
been shackled, stripped naked, 
deprived of sleep for weeks, being 
doused with water, exposed to 
extremes of temperature, and beaten: 
all practices which the U.S. State 
Department has condemned as tor- 
ture in countries like Libya, North 
Korea, and Iran. At least three pris- 
oners have died under interrogation; 
two were confirmed by U.S. patholo- 
gists as homicides. 

It is only logical such actions by 
the United States cause the abused to 
collaborate and form terrorist cells 
against the U.S., often the only way 
their protests will be heard. The 
United States refuses to truly listen, 
and that is the sad thing. Terrorists 
will continue to kill innocent people, 
and we will indirectly condone it by 
acting irresponsibly and arrogantly. 
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comes back to money. Don’t get me 
wrong, I absolutely love everything 
pop culture. 

I would much rather watch an 
episode of E’s Celebrity Uncensored 
than the local news. So maybe I am a 
contradiction. | complain about these 
things but I also watch, buy, or ille- 
gally download the music of these 
artists. It’s hard to. escape the pop 
culture phenomenon. It’s easier to 


just embrace it and complain about it 
later. 

Before | lost all faith a few weeks 
ago, I found myself watching the 
“Nick and Jessica Variety Hour.” 
This is the newest attempt to cash in 
on the newlyweds fame. While the 
sketches are a little cheesy, it’s good 
to see both Nick and Jessica actually 
singing live. 

So I guess there is still hope for 
the music industry. This super couple 
could single handedly save music! 
Okay, that’s going a little too far. But 
think of it this way, Nick and Jessica 
are becoming more and more famous 
by the day, and maybe some other 
stars will follow their lead by singing 
live 

Otherwise, it’s scary to imagine 
what will happen to the music in the 
years to come. 

The movie industry has gone 
downhill over the past few years. 
Movies today care more about spe- 
cial effects than the script, and that is 
exactly where the music is heading. 
A bunch of overly made up puppets 
surrounded by sets and pretty lights. 

Let’s hope we go back to a time 
when singers actually sung their own 
songs and everything in the industry 
wasn’t about how young, hot and 
marketable you can be. 


Dear Editor, 


Cathy Sanderson 


Don’t give all 
security guards 
a bad name 


In your last issue, there was.an article about a security guard who 
was let go and another who was fired. The article suggested that 
some security guards are not adequately trained. This could be the 
case sometimes. However, recently in the Spurk Building, one of our 
students got help from a security guard who was superbly trained. 
The student was obviously in need of help, but no one knew what to 
do. Finally we called security. The guard knew exactly what to do 
and also handled the situation with great sensitivity. 


Assistant Dean of Humanities and Social Sciences 
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Editor’s goodbye and thanks to NECC 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


Wow, |! 
can’t believe 
that after 
f three semes- 
ters my time 
as the editor 
of the NECC 
Observer has 
come to an 
end. 

Bova n 
more so, | can’t believe | managed to 
put out 24 papers as editor. It’s been 
a great experience working for the 
Observer. I have learned much more 
doing the action than I ever would 
have in a textbook. 

The truth is, | probably couldn’t 
have handled being editor at first if 
not for the support of my professor, 
advisor, and friend Amy Callahan. 

She has had faith in me to take on 
challenges not even I thought I could 
do. She gave me the chance to start 
as a young reporter and grow into a 
solid writer, reporter, and editor. She 
has also backed me any time | have 
got myself into any controversies due 
to a story, which has happened on 


occasion. 

Next is my news editor Bill “The 
Pilgrim” Donovan. I’ve known Bill 
for two years and he has been my 
news editor and unofficial assistant 
editor for one. I’ve been calling him 
“The Pilgrim” for a while because of 
his kind nature, hard work ethic and 
basically for no reason at all. Thanks 
for all the CDs. Rock on Pilgrim! 

Then there is Jillian Stanton, my 
fashion editor for two semesters. 
Jillian always reminded me a news- 
paper doesn’t always have to be seri- 
ous and can have some humor. She 
kept it light and fun. Some of my best 
memories will be of just wasting time 
with Jillian. She also kept me from 
snapping in a few of my more stress- 
ful moments. 

You can’t talk about Jillian with- 
out the ever knowing sports editor 
Tim Silva, who was here my first 
semester. Since I was a rookie and 
Tim had been there for a while, I was 
a bit intimidated. It meant a lot to me 
Tim backed me in everything ‘and 
never tried to overrule me. And man, 
you know your sports, buddy. 

Then there’s Mike Boucher, the 
classic opinions editor. Mike was the 
master of the ops section, finishing it 
in one hour or your money back. 


Debbie Tsantarliotis, always a 
bright face in the newsroom. She was 
also a big help when it came to lay- 
out. | don’t think I could have got 
through my first year without Deb. 

Gayle Simone, who passed the 
editor position to me. I learned so 
much from you and your work ethic. 
You helped teach me what an editor 
needs to be. 

Steve Bartholomew, who always 
kept it crazy in the newsroom with 
his actions and Strongbad cartoons. 
You are a funny man Bart, it would- 
n’t have been as fun without you. 
And Mike Burke, you added to the 
humor. 

Jared Pendak, you showed me 
one thing, that my competitive nature 
can make me a better journalist. Our 
arguments made me want to be a bet- 
ter writer. | enjoyed our time togeth- 
er. 

And the man who replaced him, 
Jason Joaquin. You are good, | look 
forward to reading your stuff in the 
future. 

The crazy two Lisa Coppola and 
Dustin Gray. You two made the 
newsroom a wild time and I enjoyed 
working with you a great deal. 

And resident shrink Brenda 
Bolduc, I respect anyone who can lis- 


ten to everyone’s problems. 

To anyone else, I valued working 
with you as well. 

Also the faculty and administra- 
tion, President Hartleb, Mark 
Andrews, Arthur Barlas and so many 
others. Thanks for taking the time to 
talk to me and give me information 
for my articles. I enjoyed meeting 
with you. 

Ernie Greeslade, thanks for all 
the tips and keeping me informed on 
what’s happening. 

And Frank, the man who kept the 
newsroom clean and was my compa- 
ny during many of my late nights, it 
was always good talking to you. 

I’m going to miss the production 
Saturdays, trying to write my biggest 
stories and even laying out the paper. 

But I’m going to miss the news- 
room atmosphere the most and being 
part of this great group. I'll miss sit- 
ting around the newsroom at night 
playing catch with Jillian when we 
still had to write our stories, talking 
music with Bill or Deb, talking sports 
with Tim and Gayle, or arguing 
sports with Jared. 

But especially sitting in the 
newsroom alone, writing an article 
and listening to Bon Jovi like I’m 
doing right now. I’m going to miss 


this office, desk, computer and chair 
like a good friend after all the time | 
have spent here. 

After three semesters and two 
national awards, I will be handing 
my job over to Lauren Carroll. I have 
full confidence Lauren will perform 
my job admirably, and I hope I have 
taught her well. I totally believe in 
you. Good luck Lauren, it belongs to 
you now. 

It’s been a wild ride, but | would- 
n't trade it for the world. | got to get 
my voice heard about Grady Little 
and the Patriots, and | now know 
more about college politics than | 
ever thought | would after all those 
trustees meetings. But through all the 
hard times and good times, I’m glad 
I went through it. 

I would have signed off with a 
good Bon Jovi quote, but I decided to 
use one from Jimmy Eat World, 
which a good friend turned me onto a 
long time ago. 

To most all of the NECC com- 
munity, thank you from the bottom of 
my heart. 

“Live right now, just be yourself. 
It doesn’t matter if it’s good enough 
for someone else.” 


A farewell to a great experience 


By BILL DONOVAN 
News Editor 


As it 
always does, 
time flies. It 
seems like I 
just started tak- 
ing classes here 
at NECC, yet 
four semesters 
have now gone 
by. Most 


importantly, it’s time to say goodbye 
to my job as news editor of the 
Observer. 

I have had an incredible time 
working for the campus paper. Not 
only has it given me more experience 
in writing stories, but also has given 
me the chance to meet new people at 
the college. 

Last fall I took over the role of 
news editor. | tried to cover as many 
issues and events going on campus. 
These included MassPIRG’s pres- 
ence at NECC, the increase in Joint 


Admissions and many others. Also, I 
attempted to keep you informed on 
the Haverhill campus security in 
monthly logs. 

I'd like to thank a lot of people, 
so bear with me! Most importantly, 
professor and NECC Faculty Advisor 
Amy Callahan. She taught me to 
write concise, hard-hitting stories 
with an emphasis on reporting only 
the truth while taking both of her 
Journalism classes. Amy encouraged 
me to get involved with the Observer 
and | took up her chance last semes- 


ter. Since then, it has been an awe- 
some time. 

David Willis is another I'd like to 
express thanks to. Ever since | start- 
ed he has been a great friend, offering 
his helpful criticism on many of my 
stories. 

1 also want to thank my parents, 
sisters, and family. They have 
encouraged me every step of the way. 
All my life, they’ve helped me real- 
ize my potential in being a writer. 

To the people of NECC, thank 
you for reading the stories I have 


written these past two semesters. | 
hope what I have written has helped 
you. I will end this with part of a 
song from one of the greatest bands 
in my opinion, Smashing Pumpkins. 
Rock on! 

“Do what you’re gonna do. And 
say what you’re gonna say. Do what 
you’re’ gonna do. Yeah, start today, 
start today.” —Window Paine. 


The status of rap and hip-hop in today’s society 


As its popularity is 
rising, rap seems to 
have sold out 


By Mark DEMEO 
Contributing Reporter 


Whenever 
I turn on my 
radio, hip-hop 
is everywhere. 
It's as popular 
as ever, with 
the movement 


Vil John, 
Ludacris and a host of Midwest and 
“Dirty South” artists. 

I notice a major discrepancy 
between rap of today and years past. 
Depth and emotion were traded for 
one-liners and songs where words 
rhyme as often as possible rather 
than telling a story or sending a mes- 
sage. 

When the Cash Money 
Millionaires and No-Limit records 
topped the charts a few years back, I 
thought they were an amusing novel- 
ty, airing between flows with pur- 
pose. 
= Duneyer expected changing .the 


whole rap mainstream to a complete 
obsession with flaunting money and 
lacking lyrical focus, Rappers began 
going to extremes to exploit how 
rich they’ve become. 

Rap’s always been flashy and 
expensive, but it was nice when rap- 
pers didn’t need their own shoe 
model to measure success. Many 
rappers stuck with their hooded 
sweatshirts and baggy jeans in the 
old days when plastic lime green 
clothing was considered, well, 
weird! 

Rap actually had purpose and 
messages then. Tupac, B.I.G. and 
Run DMC rapped about exerting 
oneself and succeeding on your own. 
KRS-1, Dead Prez, and Grandmaster 
Flash set out with messages to their 
listeners in philosophy and social 
change. Ice-T, the Ghetto Boys and 
Public Enemy allowed listeners to 
see into the ghetto where things were 
worse than people ever imagined. 
Awareness caused change. 

Now all we're exposed to is 
Chingy liking “how you did it right 
there.” 

Mystical telling us to get out of 
the way cause he’s drunk driving. 
And Lil Jon, well we all know what 
he does “Okay.” 

The two rappers on top of the 


charts are Eminem and Ludacris. 


PELLETS 


Eminem’s lack of 
creativity strikes 
me into disbelief 
when I see him hit 
number one, 

It’s a rare song 
he makes without 
complaining about 
his mother and ex- 
wife, praising his 
daughter or whin- 
ing about his popu- 
larity. But honest- 
ly, he’s the biggest 
media hooker 
going. He exploits 
himself to every 
magazine _ that’ ll 
take him; even if they make him 
wear costumes! He’d put himself on 
a Betty Crocker cookbook if they’d 
let him. 

If you’ve followed since the 
beginning, you also watched him 
change his style, lingo, rap style and 
wardrobe from a typical grungy 
Detroit look to the gangster rap stan- 
dard set by his producer Dr. Dre. in 
his prime. You can watch him get 
faker and faker. And someone needs 
to tell him he can’t sing. He tries to 
sing background vocals and chorus- 
es lately, but his voice simply won’t 
allow it to happen in a pleasant man- 


ner. 


Then there’s Ludacris. I'll give 
credit where it’s due. He’s possibly 
the most abstractly creative rapper of 
all time. He can also rhyme more 
words than is probably necessary. 
But he’s all over the place. That’s 
me being nice! Find me a song with 
a focus and I'll show you Ludacris’ 
name isn’t under it. Something like 
Ludacris is a fun song to change 
pace with, but airing between “Holla 
back youngin, whoo whoo” and 
“Take your shirt off.” 

It’s novelty. Or maybe that’s the 
reason he’s getting the praise. 

Wherever rap’s going, it’s not 
upwards. At least the days of 
“UHHHH, NA NA NA NA” and 
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But honestly he (Eminem) is the biggest media 
hooker out there. He exploits himself to every 
magazine that'll take him, even if they make 
him wear costumes! He’d put himself on a 
Betty Crocker cookbook if they'd let him. 


“It’s not my fault-DID | DO THAT” 
are done. The only thing I’m sure of 
is that rap needs to reject its lyrical- 
ly challenged slump by leaving the 
South and Midwestern rap styles. 

Dre needs to call it quits, 
because when he touches something 
unique he Dre-itizes it into his own 
formula, ruining a potentially new 
sound. 

I can only hope something spe- 
cial and intelligent rises from the 
dust in hip-hop’s New York and Las 
Angeles kingdoms before the fan 
base is stupefied to the point where 
they can’t listen to any music worth 
thinking about. 
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Culture clash for American daughter 


cn 


As a woman being born into an Asian 
culture, you are seen, treated and 
spoken to differently from a man. 


She is oppressed by 
expections of 
Cambodian parents 


By SOKHARY SOK 
Contributing Reporter 


What is a 
culture clash? 
In my view 
and maybe in 
others, a cul- 
ture clash is 
when an indi- 
vidual’s cul- 
ture collides 
with another; 
different from 
its own. The concept affects every- 
one, but it goes unnoticed. 

The clash I have experienced is 
that | am a Cambodian-American 
who is trapped between traditional 
Asian culture and American culture. 
Even though I was born American, I 
was also born female and that made a 
difference in how I was brought up in 
both cultures. 

The culture you are born into is 
usually the one that influences you 
the most. We all have a tendency to 
conform to the expectation of our 
culture, but how many of us actually 
abide by it? Culture in many ways is 
a perspective of feminism and sex- 
ism. I do not have the same rights as 
my brother, because in my parents’ 
eyes, women are supposed to be or 
act in a certain way. 

My parents were born with old 


world beliefs and raised me — or 
should I say trained me — to be a 
proper wife. 


Arranged marriages do still occur 
in today’s society, and it is an accept- 
ed stage for a woman to 
marry at a young age. Asian 
parents want their children 
to marry into a prosperous 
family, especially their 
young daughters. 

I do not believe in 
arraigned marriage, but I, 
myself, have been involved 
in at least one, or that is 
what I have been told. 

No one’s life is simple, 
but there are those who 
never have it easy for him 
or herself. 


ing their heads in disbelief at this 
moment, it is true. This kind of 
“preparation” for young Asian 
women occurs non-stop throughout 
their existence. 

Visualize a maximum prison sen- 
tence with no chance of parole, 
which is what I have experienced. It 
is lockdown to the extreme. | do not 
know how many women have been 
degraded to the point where they feel 
hopeless, but all I can say that is 
somewhat a comfort is I understand. 

In most cultures, women are seen 
as the caretakers, while men are the 
providers. Women do not have much 
say in anything, because men are 
placed on a higher pedestal than they 
should be on. 

If it were up to me, I would push 
these men off their high horse and 
knock some sense into them. 

I have many responsibilities from 
taking care of my parents to making 
sure my siblings get to school on 
time. I have served as the second 
mother to my siblings since I was 
eight and still nothing has changed 
one bit. 

Being a prisoner of my culture, 
both Asian and American is some- 
thing | cannot get away from. I might 
be American but I am still an Asian 
woman who is seen as a second-class 
citizen in her culture. It makes you 
question, where do I belong in all 
this? 

In my view of traditional Asian 
culture, I do not approve of it but I do 
not want to disrespect my parents or 
their beliefs. 1 have taken everything 
that occurs in both cultures upon 
myself in every way. In fact, I have 
never asked my parents for anything 
in my life, because I do not feel right 
about it, while my siblings are 
encouraged to ask for what they 
want. 

Children are raised in ranks in 


CANOBIE LAKE PARK 
JOB FAIR! 


many cultures, especially if you are a 
male child. Male children are given 
the privilege to do as they please, 
when they please, while female chil- 
dren are disciplined for not acting or 
speaking “like a lady.” 

The norm that men are more 
strong and intelligent while women 
are put down if they show any incli- 
nation of their intelligence is insult- 
ing and should not be tolerated. 

Many people who are from dif- 
ferent cultures either born in the 
United States or have immigrated to 
the United States deal with culture 
clashes throughout time. The thought 
of what culture or value should be 
obeyed is difficult. 

You always have to question 
yourself on whether to follow the 
ones you were raised with or the ones 
you are taught in a society. What 
gives anyone the right to tell how 
someone is supposed to be? Yet 
women are unfortunately the victims 
in many cultures. 

There are women who never 
seem to escape from their families 
and others who do never are truly 
free. The cultures will always 
be there in you as a reminder 
of what you are. You are a 
product of cultural merging. 

1 am a product of the merg- 
ing and I am on the fence on 
which culture to be a part of. I 
cannot and do not have the 


capacity to walk away from my fam- 
ily. If | did leave my family, it would 
eat away at me inside and I would 
feel like I had abandoned my family 
and culture in every way. What are 
women to do? Us women are still 
seen as lower beings in various cul- 
tures, even in America; where there 
is suppose to be freedom. 

Women are still put down and 
people assume we are not important 
because we are female. We must 
love children and are made to serve. 
This happens in every culture. No 
matter how much the world 
changes, there are always going to 
be culture clashes. 

There is an expectation of fol- 
lowing traditional culture but also 
the importance of adapting to the 
“new” culture you are raised or 
taught in. Depending on the culture, 
a double role has to be part of who 
you are and they should not interfere 
with other roles. Interference of 
roles might result in conflict of tra- 
ditional and nontraditional values. 

It does not matter how hard a 
woman works, she will still be sub- 


jected to being a slave. Not any 
slave, but a slave to-her culture and 
to those who have dominated over 
her for so long. 

I cannot accept following Asian 
tradition because I do not want to be 
and cannot be the kind of daughter 
my parents want me to be. Some 
parents cannot see who their chil- 
dren really are, only how they per- 
ceive the way their children should 
be. I might not be what my parents 
expect of a daughter, but I under- 
stand the role I contribute to in 
Cambodian culture. 

The clashes will continue and 
they will become more complicated 
if there is no compromise between 
the cultures. It is hard no matter who 
you are and where you come from. 
The struggle of deciding what cul- 
ture you want to belong to and if 
that is the right choice for you is 
usually the hardest. 

How can you relate to both 
backgrounds without disregarding 
what you believe in? The answer to 
this question will be different, deter- 
mined by the culture you are from. 
But the question will always linger 
in the air. 

Where do I belong? Sadly, I can- 
not give you an answer to that one. 

You are the only one who can 
answer that, depending on your 
background and your experiences. 
The choice is never an easy one, but 
hopefully it will make a difference 
in where you stand on the issue of 
culture. 


If you have petitioned 
to-grdduate, your name will be on 
a special commemorative T-shirt! 


19, 2004 


In Cambodian culture, 


as a woman, life is difficult 
from the day you are born 
to the day you die. You are 
taught you should not speak 
unless you are spoken to 
and should obey what you 
are told especially by your 
elders. 

As a woman being born 
into an Asian culture, you 
are seen, treated and spoken 
to differently from a man. I 
look for a way to break 
away from my family and 
establish myself yet I still 
feel obligated to stay. 

I have no privileges in 
my life. For me it is to 
attend school and_ after- 
wards I go directly home to 
take care of the family. I do 
not have any time for 
myself because all my ener- 
gy goes into the require- 
ments I have to do for my 
family. It is an everyday job 
with no recognition of what 
you do on a daily basis. 

For those who are shak- 


May 


12:00 noon - 7:00 pm 


* Ride Operators 

* Ride Attendants 

+ Games Attendants 
* Cashiers 

* Gate Attendants 

* Security Officers 


* First Aid Attendants 


* Mechanics 


CANOBIE LAKE PARK otters: 


* Competitive Woges 


* Free Tickets to the Park 


+ Employee Activities 
+ Incentive Programs 
* Flexible Schedules 
* Food Discounts 


* Scholarship Programs 
* Full or Part Time Positions 


North Policy Street + Salem, NH + (603) 893-3506 * canobie.com 


Available Job Openings Include: 


* Office Staff 
» Costume Characters 
* Life Guards 

* Midway Sweepers 

* Matrons/Custodians 
* Landscaping 

* Grounds Crew 

* Food Service 


T-shirts - white with royal blue lettering ~ will feature all the 
names of those graduates of August 2003, January 2004 and 


May 2004. They make a great graduation keepsake or gift. 


$10 each - Sizes L & XL only 


Quantities Limited! 


PAY by check or money order - send to NECC Alumni Office with 


name/address/phone/shirt size - OR 
CREDIT CARD orders may be called in to 978-556-3623 
PICK UP T-Shirts during final’s week in the Registrar's Office 
or in the Alumni Office, room A301 
T-Shirts will ALSO BE AVAILABLE at graduation 


Proceeds benefit Alumni sponsored student scholarships 
For more information call 978-556-3623 
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Michelle Abbott 
Digna Abreu 
Monika Acevedo 
Juan Acosta 
William Adams 
Andres Agudelo 
Maurice Aguiler 
Jill Albano 
Zaid Alhussaini 
Robin Allaire 
Sandra Allen 
Christopher Allicon 
Berlin Almonte 
Ayat Alsaraby 
Victoria Alvarez 
Amanda Amirault 
Monica Amirault 
Alisha Anderson 
Cesar Anderson 
Donna Anderson 
Jessica Anderson 
Sarah Anderson 
Guy Ando 
Elizabeth Anthony 
Luann Anzivino 
Lynn Arsenault 
Kelly Atwood 
Jacqueline Augustin 
Annmarie Aylward 
Antoine Ayoub 
Christina Azevedo 
Jason Azzi 
Rachelle Bahouth 
Debra Saker 
Adria Balaam 
Dawn Baldonado 
Matthew Banville 
Joshua Barberio 
Sandra Barrete 
Catherine Barrick 
Eric Barrow 
Jessica Barry 
Caitlin Bartholomew 
Nancy Barton 
Terri Bartsch 
Linda Battalagine 
Anthony Battistone 
Darren Bedard 
Derek Bedard 
Renee Beech 
Thomas Begin 
Robyn Beirne 
Kimberly Belanger 
Christine Bellerose 
Jacquelyn Belmont 
Joann Beizile 
Bruce Bennett 
Dana Berard 
James Berger 
Amy Bergeron 
Caitlin Bergeron 
Maureen Bergeron 
Michael Berking 
Sherri Berry 
Kate Berthelsen 
Beiza Betancur 
Jacqueline Bevis 
James Billis 
Jessica Birtles 
Tamica Blair 


Laurie Blaney 
Jason Blomster 
Julie Bloom 
Brian Bogle 
Jimmy Bolduc 
Sonya Borges 
Danielle Bouchard 
Charlene Boucher 
David Boucher 
Stefanie Boudreau 
David Bousquet 
Laurie Boutin 
Janet Bowker 
Jason Bowley 
Daniel Bowman 
Leeanne Bradley 
Paula Breeden 
Doreen Brothers 
Melissa Brouck 
Denise Brousseau 
Diane Brown 
Sean Brown 
Brian Burke 
Stephanie Burke 
Donna Burleigh 
Shaun Burrier 
Christine Burton 
Olivia Burton 
Stacey Bush 
John Bushnell 
Juliet Caasi 
Elizabeth Cabrera 
Mercedes Cabrera 
Solange! Calderon 
Susan Cameron 
Keri Campanile 
Jessica Campbell 
Julie Campo 
Kathryn Candela 
Juanita Candelario 
Dena Canfield 
Frank Cappabianca 
Victoria Capuzzo 
Elizabeth Carlotto 
Monica Carnes 
Marilyn Carrell 
Michelle Carroll 
Bernadette Carter 
Cathy Carter 
Judy Ann Casey 
Michael Cassa 
Celinex Castillo 
Nancy Castine 
Yris Catalina 
Cara Catone 
Rose Cavalear 


Meaghan Cavanaugh 


Doris Cepeda 
Robert Cerniglia 
Andrea Charest 

Robin Charron 
Crystal Chatigny 

Jerry Cheney 

Rebecca Cherney 
Heather Churchill 
Rose-Ann Ciccolo 
Richard Ciofolo 
Mark Clark 
Pamela Clarke 
Brenda Clevesy 


Malissa Coates 
Maryanne Cobbett 
Debra Coimbra 
Adrian Coletta 
Donna Collins 
Stephanie Comley 
Angela Condon 
Dorothy Conley 
Joseph Connor 
Jose Contreras 
Shannon Cook 
Tina Cooper 
Justin Coppola 
Lisa Coppola 
Kelly Corbett 
Patricia Cornetta 
Brianna Cosgrove 
Myles Costello 
Laura Cotreau 
Adam Cox 
Anna Crawford 
Andrew Crawshaw 
Catherine Credit 
Hannah Creed 
Christine Cronin 
Richard Cronin 
Deborah Croteau 
Thomas Crowley 
Yadira Cruz 
Lisa Curcio 
Christopher Curran 
Lucia Currao 
Christine Currier 
Julie Currier 
Michael Cutuli 
Paul Daigneault 
Jane Danahy 
Sara Dandurant 
Khoi Dang 
Christopher Daniels 
Amy Davis 
Sharleen De Los Santos 
Lauren DeCicco 
Scott DeCourcy 
Aferdita Delia 
Christina Delotto 
Rosemarie Dembitzky 
Elizabeth Demers 
Kerri Demers 
Michele Denault 
Laura DeRosa 
Thomas DeRosa 
Melissa Desimone 
Brett Deveau 
Tammy DeVito 
Marcel Devoe 
Christine Dias 
Shawn Dias 
Christine Diaz 
Pietro Dicola 
Jill DiGiammerino 
Katherine DiGiovanni 
Emily Dignan 
Shannon Dillon 
Holly Dinges 
Patricia Diodati 
Brian Dispensa 
Celeste Divincenzo 
Michael Dobrowolski 
Kristin Dole:-Mitchell 


Angela Dominguez 
Jennifer Donahue 
William Donovan 

Jessica Dotolo 
Lisa Doughty 
Tamora Downs 
Lauren Dragon 
Sandra Dube 
Nicole Ducey 
Amanda Ducharme 
Jeanne Duffy 
Andrew Dufresne 
Nancy Durand 
Brandi Eaton 
Genessa Eaton 
Nancy Eaton 
Shirley Edwards 
Nancy Elliott 
Jason Ellis 
Donna Elwell 
Melissa Enos 
Courtney Erskine 
Elvin Fabian 
Lea Fabre 
Dawn Faia 
Steven Fairbrother 
Laurie Farrell 
Noelle Favazza 
Kristina Fearing 
Ruth Fedion 
William Feeney 
Joseph Fernandez 
Lisania Ferreira 
Amy Ferronett! 
Jenny Fidler 
Laura Fidler 
Nipaporn Field 
Sara Figueiredo 
Alexander Finger 
Sophia Flabouris 
Kellie Flammia 
Joanne Flanagan 
John Foley 
Agustina Fonseca 
Deirdre Ford 
Gerald Fortier 
Jacqueline Fortier 
James Freeman 
Maxwell Freeman 
David Friedrich 
Lori Frye 
Patricia Fuller 
Richard Fuller 
lrene Fung 
Jason Gabriel 
Decatur Gadd 
Mabel Galva 
Melissa Ganias 
Melissa Gardella 
David Garland 
Devon Garon 
Rayni Garvey 
Caroline Gathembe 
Michael Gathua 
James Gaudet 
Wayne Gaudreau 
Sarah George 
Nancy Germain 
Amy Getchell-Marks 
Joshua Gilchrest 


ORTH 


Matthew Gillis 
Barbara Gilmartin 
Wanda Gines 
Kerry Giolito 
Gladys Gittings 
Donna Godwin 
Maria Gomez 
Argenis Gonzalez 
Athalia Gonzalez 
Longino Gonzalez 
Lynn Gorton 
Sandra Grant 
Melissa Graves 
Stacey Greene 
Amanda Greenwood 
Beverley Grewal 
Christian Grullon 
Dolores Grullon 
Isabel Guillermo 
Madeline Guillermo 
Shalini Gupta 
Enrique Guzman 
Magaly Guzman 
Christine Guzzardi 
Brenda Gwaze 
Nicole Hackett 
Pascal Haddad 
Nancy Hajjar 
Kelly Hale 
Pamela Haley 
Laurie Hally 
Christopher Hamilton 
Nicholas Hanes 
Alyssa Hanson 
Bennett Harrington 
Elizabeth Harris 
Paula Harrison 
Rhonda Harvey 
Crystal Harwood 
Charlene Hatch 
Lisa Hawkins 
Lourdes Healy 
Eric Hefner 
Heather Heiseler 
Pamela Hemenway 
Raquel Henriquez 
Patricia Henry 
Rosanna Hernandez 
Laura Hidish 
Richard Hiort 
Jane Holaday 
Laura Hollis 
David Honey 
Joey Hoover 
Melissa Horton 
Lisa Houle 
James Houreas 
Ronald Huberdeau 
Kimberly Hudson 
Allison Huntress 
Allison Hurd 
Khanh Huynh 
Yakaira Inoa-Severino 
Julie Ireson 
Joshua Issa 
Margot Jackle 
Heidi Jackson 
Wendy Jackson 
Bradley James 
Matthew Jaracz 
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Patricia Jarnagin 
Jerome Jellison 
Gwendolyn Jennings 
Joni Johnson 
Timothy Johnson 
Alexandra Jones 
Cara Jordan 
Alourdes Joseph 
Justin Kaczenas 
Joseph Kahora 
Daniel Kanan 
Michelle Kater 
Gina Kattar 
Sarah Keefe 
Christine Keiser 
Cheryl Kelley 
Jennifer Kilkenny 
Melissa Kinser 
Christine Kirsch 
Elzbieta Kolodziej 
Joan Korb 
Cynthia Kostyla 
Renate Kovacs 
Sarah Kurchian 
Sean LaBrie 
Danielle Lachance 
Tina LaCourse 
Anh Lai 
Lindsay Lake 
Randy Lalumiere 
Crista Lambert 
Nicole Lambert 
Tina Lambert 
Bianca Lamothe 
Kimberly Landry 
Andrea LaPierre 
Deborah LaPierre 
Daniel LaPointe 
Manuel Lara 
George LaRochelle 
Michael Larrabee 
Kathleen Latawiec 
Jacqueline Lawson 
Sonia Leal 
Christina Lebel 
Charles LeBlanc 
Mary LeBlanc 
Scott LeBlanc 
Melissa Ledbetter 
Angela Legault 
Christine Lemay 
Jannette Lemerise 
John Leone 
Joseph Leone 
Jason Lessard 
Marguerite Levesque 
Michael Levinger 
Holly Lewis 
Patrick Lindblad 
Corinne Logiudice 
Cynthia Lopez 
Malbin Lopez 
Nelly Lopez 
Isabel Lorenzana 
Bieu Lu 
Diem Lu 
Megan Lund 
Bernadette Lunn 
Richard Lutes 
Jason Lynch 
Allison MacArthur 
Jay MacDonald 
lulie MacPherson-Clements 
Joseph MacQuarrie 
Milady Madera 
Katrina Mahoney 
Karen Mailman 
Sally Malcomson 
William Malik 
Barbara Maloney 
Catherine Maltais 
Madli Mangum 
Matt Manning 
Michael Mansir 
Matthew Marconi 
Christina Marquis 
Donna Marquis 
Virginia Marshall 


GRATULATIO 


Priscilla Martin 


Joselyn Martinez-Pastor 


Christine Matera 
Carl Mathieu 
Fabio Matias 

Manuel Matias 
Yasiris Matias 
Sara Mattinson 
Lindsey Mattos 

Delphon Mayhew 

Stacy Maynard 
Allan Mayo 
Mark Mazzone 
Marybeth McAloon 
Anju McCanna 
Audrey McGlew 
Megan McKenna 
Jacquelyn McKinney 
Jeffrey McLean 
Jeanne McMahon 
Rachel McMahon 
Shaunalee McQuade 
Claire Meaney 
Erika Medina 
Martha Medina 
Steven Meehan 
Timothy Meehan 
Betsaida Mejia 
Elvis Mejia 
Marie Melanson 
Kerry Mellen 
Alis Mena 
Molly Merrill 
Shannon Metcalf 
Arlene Meuse 
Dale Meyers 
Celia Michau 
Shauna Michaud 
David Michel 
Cornelia Miele 
David Migliorini 
Reem Mikhael 
Carol Miller 
Erik Miller 
Bonnie Miner 
Anna Minion 
Jennifer Misuraca 
Rolande Mitchell 
John Mitiguy 
Michelle Mize 
Michael Moran 
Laura Morin 
Lawrence Morse 
Mary Morton 
Raymond Moschetto 
William Moschetto 
Deirdre Moseley 
Heather Motsis 
Misty Mottram 
Rebecca Muirhead 
Meredith Muise 
Surendra Mukerjee 
Lindsay Mulcahey 
Tara Mulvey 
Nancy Mumper 
Neila Munoz 
Diane Murphy 
Gail Nadeau 
Sossie Nalbandian 
Debra Natarelli 
Jennifer Neale 
Dolis Negron 
Laura Nephew 
Margaret Nevins 
Matthew Newcomb 
Deanna Newton 
Shing Ng 
Samuel Ngugi 
Anthony Nguyen 
Toan Nguyen 
Trieu Nguyen 
Patrice Nicholson 
Michael Nickerson 
Erin Niziak 
Esther Njoroge 
Nicole Nolan 
Aaron Noonan 


Michaela Nordengren 


Pedro Nunez Bautista 


Christopher Obert 
Linda O'Connell 
Barbara Okech 
Meaghan O'Leary 
Anthony Olenio 
Catherine Olson 
Deborah ONeil 
Anne Marie Orlando 
Herard Ortega 
Dionne Pacheco 
Jodi Paciulan 
Phyllis Packer 
Felicia Padilla 
Jody Pallaria 
Leigh Panorelli 
Nancy Papanikolaou 
Matthew Parent 
Rachel Pariseau 
Brandi Parker 
Christina Parsons 
Matthew Parsons 
Timothy Parthum 
Amanda Partridge 
Carlos Pastor 
Kunal Patel 
Utsava Patel 
Marie Patenaude 
Benjamin Patterson 
Richard Patti 
Denise Paul 
John Paynter 
J. Kevin Peick 
Benjamin Pelletier 
Holly Pelletier 
Nancy Pelletier 
Chanthol Pen 
Julio Perez 
Joan Perra 
Brigitte Perreault 
Mario Perreault 
Kelly Petter 
Melissa Phair 
David Phair |I 
Justin Pham 
Daniel Piercy 
Michele Pierog 
Francis Pimentel 
Narda Fimentel 
Nelfa Pmentel 
Louis Fiscitani 
Tailyn Polarco-Lamboy 
James Pollard 
Jamie Potter 
Lauren Potvin 
Jack Fowers 
Jennifer Pratt 
Robert Pratt 
Adriana ?reciado 
Leonard Provost 
Katie Puglia 
Joseph Pulvirenti 
Karen Putney 
Thomas Randall 
Karen Randell 
Aaron Rankle 


Maureen Ray 
Beverlee Raymond 
Kevin Reed 
Linda Reekie 
Fatima Regalado 
Clara Reynoso 
Paula Riccio 
Kelly Richard 
Emily Richmond 
Sergio Rijo 
David Riley 
Gail Riley 
Terese Ristem 
Michelle Rivera 
Sandraliz Rivera 
Wanda Rivera 
Asia Roberts 
Leah Robillard 
Adaliz Robles 
Jeffrey Rock 
Linda Rodgers 
Crystal Rogers 
Amos Rollins 
Anthony Roman 
Maria Romero 
Jane Ronan 
Kerry Rondeau 
Abby Ronsivalli 
Karina Rosado 
Anthony Rosanio 
Courtney Rosengard 
Karen Ross 
Stacy Ross 
Andrea Rossetto 
Dennis Roy 
Melissa Roy 
Robyn Royer 
Natalie Russo 
Samaria Saliba 
Eric Salvi 
John San Antonio 
Nathan Sanford 
Cynthia Santiago 
Maria Santos 
Rosemary Santos 
Wendy Santos 
Sarah Sawver 
Anthony Schiavoni 
Jeffrey Schiavoni 
Michael Schosser 
Randolph Scott 
Anthony Scotti 
John Sefel 
Yubdely Severino 
Anisha Sharma 
Erica Sheehy 
Daniel Sherman 
Andrea Shine 
John Shook 
Qing Shui 
Nicole Sidilou 
Eileen Siegel 
Barbara Sielicki 
Peter Sielicki 
Candice Silva 
Melissa Silvio 
Joel Simes 
Doreen Simmonds 
Joan Simmonds 
Jeremy Sirois 
Scott Sirois 
Loreen Siver 
Ashleigh Smith 
Rachel Smith 
Paula Snow 
Tara Soderstrom 
Jhedernys Solano 
Marie Soly 
Olubunmi Sonuga 
Despina Souliotis 
Dale Spaulding 
Joshua Spero 
Amy St Hilaire 
Delta St. Phor 
Rebecca Stackpole 
Kelly Stanisewski 
Joseph Stansits 
Jillian Stanton 


Olivia Stanton 
Michael Stearns 
Leslie Steele 
William Steele 
Michael Steiner 
Andrea Stella 
Nelda Stevens 
Siobhan Stevens 
Lee Stewart 
Sarah Stewart 
Brad Stoler 
Ashley Sullivan 
Charles Swain 
Raymond Sweatt 
Jodi Swenson 
Bethany Sylvester 
Daylynn Talbot 
Melanie Tamberino 
Jane Tanguay 
Jean Tanguay 
Kenneth Tarara 
Maria Tavera 
Alicia Taveras 
Moraima Taveras-Feliz 
Lisa Taylor 
Timothy Taylor 
Paul Theofilos 
Joshua Therrien 
James Thibodeau 
Brian Thompson 
Ellie-Jean Thornton 
Darhlene Titcomb 
Luz Tolentino 
Tamera Tolosko 
Richard Tomaselli 
Melissa Toponce 
Harry Torres 
Arlene Torrisi 
Tamara Trejo 
Jeffery Trick 
George Trihias 
Sherryl Trowbridge 
Amy Tsantarliotis 
Jennifer Turcotte 
Vladimir Turku 
Esther Vargas 
Fiordaliza Vargas 
Maricruz Vega 
Ida Velez 
Ann Vitkauskas 
Barbara Voyer 
Jared Walker 
Melissa Walker 
Randi Walker 
Mark Walling 
Kristen Ward 
Kate Warden 
Erin Warner 
Cynthia Watt 
Tina Watt 
Regina Weeks 
Abigail Wertz 
Danielle Wescott 
Crystal Wezesa 
Chris Whalley 
Vanessa White 
Nancy Whitmore 
Erin Wholley 
Christine Wickson 
Phillip Widener 
Anne Wiggin 
Heather Wilkins 
Kelly Wilkins 
David Willis 
Barbara Wilson 
Heather Wilson 
Lisa Wilson 
Jennifer Winn 
Catherine Woodburn 
Shaunna Woods 
Meneleo Yabut 
Juan Yagual 
Maria Yagual 
Ramon Yambo 
Brian Yeager 
Colette Young 
Michael Zilembo 
Phyllis Zimmerman 
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Insightful poet celebrates 
‘National Poetry Month’ with NECC 


Poet Richard 
Robbins visits NECC 
for poetry reading 


By LAUREN E. CARROLL 
Features Editor 


In honor of 
“National Poetry 
Month,” NECC 
hosted poet 
Richard Robbins 
to read some of 
his poetry. 
Students and 
professors came 
to enjoy the poet’s work, some came 
with their classes, and others came 
based on interest. 

His mouth barely opened as he 
talked, and the words seeped through 
the crack of his crooked lips. He 
wore a checkered, weathered blazer 
and over his heart he wore a barely 
recognizable pin of the sole of a 
shoe. 

Robbins read a 
variety of poems 
with passion and 
much soul, to say 
the least. His 
poems were influ- 
enced by different 
experiences. 

“I try to get 
specific details of 
an experience on 
the page for people 
to understand,” 
said Robbins. 
“Sometimes _ it’s 
not just an experience that sparks the 
writer’s ability to create a poem, but 
it could also be a phrase or an image 
that seems powerful. And then from 
there I create more powerful images 


and phrases,” 
explained 
Robbins. 
Robbins’s 
put the poems 
he read into 
different cate- 
gories. Some 
were serious, 
others didn’t 
have a story. 
But they 
were written to 
capture an 
image, and 
other poems 
were about his 
family. He 
read three 
poems about 
his son 
Keenan, who is a 
sophomore 


Lauren E. Carroll photo 


in Poet Richard Robbins stands at the podium in 


college. One of front of the room as he reads his poems. 


the poems he 
read about his son was titled “First 
Grade.” 


“I was a young father then. I did- 


Si eee 


I started to write fiction but it felt 
fake. I was making it up. Poetry felt 
more natural. It’s a verbal snapshot. 


—Richard Robbins 


n’t know you weren’t supposed to 

ask about your son’s girlfriend, even 

in the first grade,” joked Robbins. 
Robbins wrote his first poem in 


the fifth grade. In college, he took 


some writing courses where he began 
to write fiction. 

“I started to write fiction but it 
felt fake. | was making it up. Poetry 
felt a little more natural. 
It’s a verbal snapshot,” 
said Robbins. 

The poet has a 
newly published book 
that recently went on 
shelves called “Famous 
Persons We Have 
Known.” One of his 
poems is about when 
Robbins was a young 
boy of 12 was in the 
checkout line in a 
supermarket and the 
man behind him was 
the Wolfman. There are other poems 
about various famous people and 
there are others about family mem- 
bers. 

“People can be famous within 
their families, a tighter circle, like 


crazy Aunt Gertrude,” laughed 
Robbins. 

The first published book Robbins 
has is called “The Invisible 


Wedding,” which is a title of a poem 
in the book. He also has poems in the 
book “Toward New Weather” and 
helped edit “The Book Where We 
Are: The Montana Poets Anthology.” 

This man is passionate about his 
work. He writes because he enjoys 
writing and he “writes for himself to 
speak truly. But I want you to con- 
nect with my poems and understand 
them without an explanation,” stated 
Robbins. 

Robbins explains as he writes he 
has an idea in his head. But as he 
continues writing, the idea gets 
flipped into another direction. Many 
of his poems are written about per- 
sonal things and experiences, but 
sometimes when he loses his original 
direction, the words aren’t his any- 
more. 

“Ninety- 
five percent of 
the poems are 
words that | 
would say. Five 
percent, the 
details get 
changed and it’s 
not me talking 
anymore,” 
added Robbins. 

Robbins 
grew up in San 
D tel geo 
California. He 
is a graduate of 
San Diego State 
University and 
went to the 
University of 
Montana for 


English. 

Robbins spent a half an hour 
reading his poems and another half 
an hour answering questions. He 
told the audience “being a poet is like 
being an athlete. You have to push 
yourself a little harder, stay active, 
practice, and continue to grow.” 

The audience was pleased with 
his presentation. At the end of the 
hour, the crowd praised the poet. 

One women commented, “read- 
ing his poems, they were hard to 
understand. But when he read them, 
they were so much clearer.” 

Linda Shea, the coordinator at 
the library agreed, “There’s nothing 
like hearing a poet read his own poet- 
ry, because if you read it yourself, 
you don’t get the same impact.” 

Robbins usually tours five or six 
different places a semester and 
enlightens the audience with his mas- 
terpieces. 


Lauren E. Carroll photo 


graduate school, Robbins signs his newly published book of 


he cur- 
teaches 


where 
rently 


poems titled “The Famous Persons We Have 
Known” for a fan. 


Getting to know NECC professor Arthur Barlas 


History professor teaching 
a better understanding of 
the subject 


SEAN DOYLE 
Contributing Reporter 


Arthur Barlas, a professor of his- 
tory at Northern Essex Community 
College, is a passionate proponent of 
using history to understand the world 
we live in now. It is a point he has 
been stressing to students in all of his 
classes since he first began teaching 
at NECC in 1986. 

“There are many lessons from 
the past that can be applied to the 
present and future. | truly agree with 
the ancient Greek historian 
Thucydides, who said that studying 
history is a key to understanding pre- 
sent and future events,” said Barlas, 
who previously taught at UMass- 


Lowell, Bradford College and 
Framingham State College. 

Barlas teaches a wide variety of 
classes, including World War II, 
Western Civilization, U.S. History 
and American Government. 

Without question, World War II 
is his favorite, an interest sparked by 
the fact his uncle, a Greek comman- 
do, fought with the British against 
the Germans at the battle of El 
Alamein in North Africa. 

“He was highly decorated for his 
special operations and was a hero of 
mine as a kid. Then there were all the 
family stories of my relatives that I 
used to hear. Another Greek uncle 
would describe stories of fighting the 
Italians in the wild mountains of 
Albania during the war. And my 
mother would tell me about the great 
suffering her family experienced,” 
added Barlas. 

Teaching a World War II class at 
NECC has been something of a per- 
sonal mission for Barlas. 

“A couple of years ago I read an 
article that said many of the veterans 


first-hand accounts of the 


war from Luther E. 

e Mcliwain, one of the famed 

Lauren E.Carrollphoto Tyskegee Airmen and 

Professor Arthur Barlas George Duffy, a German 


were dying fairly rapidly. I knew | 
just had to start a course on the war 
so I could invite these guys to class 
and listen to their stories before they 
all passed on,” he stated. 

This semester, for example, stu- 
dents in Barlas’s World War II ¢lass 
have had the privilege to listen to 


prisoner of war for four 
years. 

Barlas said keeping history rele- 
vant for his students is not difficult 
for him. 

“I draw analogies and parallels 
between past and present events and 
lessons, all, the time, in my, classes,” 
explaiined Barlas, who most enjoys 


Bid ohe anaee 


There are many lessons from the 
past that can be applied to the 
present and future. 


—Arthur Barlas 


being in the classroom with his stu- 
dents and guests and accepts grading 
papers and tests as a necessary part of 
the job. 

He considers a number of factors 
as keys to becoming a good teacher. 

“In my humble opinion, the best 
traits are being knowledgeable about 
the subject, having a true passion for 
the subject you’re teaching and 
encouraging communicating and 
exchanging ideas with your stu- 
dents,” he said, , , , , 
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Talking to Joel Martinez of Twytch 


By ERIC DIONNE 
Contributing Reporter 


It has now 
been about six 
months since 
the last time I 
interviewed 
Joe Martinez, 
bassist of the 
|i simaeg Ween er 
TWYTCH, 
who is also a 
student here at Northern Essex. 

Since that time TWYTCH is 
gaining more attention with every 
new show and is spreading their 
infectious sound all over New 
England. 

From the Cats Bar and Grill in 
Springfield, Mass., to Club Liquid in 
Leominster, Mass., to shows all 
down the East Coast, including a 
scheduled stop on July 19 in Raleigh 
North Carolina, these guys are on a 
path of gaining all kinds of support 
from all around the country. Interest 
is also coming from overseas from 
countries such as Belgium, Germany, 
France and Brazil. 

TWYTCH has been receiving a 
great amount of support from local. 
radio stations which include WAAF 


and WBCN. These guys cafiplay a ~ 


show in front of 40 to | a sea of AO, 000 
and TWYTCH personifies dedica- 
tion. They have shared the stage with 
acts like Hatebreed, Ill » iso, 
Motorgrater,: Shadows Fall, 

nia oS 


Students get to see 
behind the scenes of 
Boston’ channel 4 
news Station 


By Lisa CopPpoLa 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


The broadcasting class here at 
NECC took a field trip to CBS4 
news on Thursday, April 22. It was 
organized by Northern Essex profes- 
sor Fred Miller, a former DJ of radio 
news in Bangor and South Carolina. 

The studios were located on a 
strip of industrious roads near 
Cambridge in Boston. We spotted the 
place by the huge news helicopter 
outside behind the chain-linked 
fence. 

When our class got into the 
lobby, we were introduced to our 
tour guide, a young woman named 
Jennifer who had been working at 
the place for a few years and was 
almost finished with her internship 
as human resources personnel. Part 
of hr duties were dealing with the 
public’s concerns and comments and 
giving tours. 

She started off by bringing us 
into the “Main Connection room.” 
This was a large room filled with TV 
screens and computers where a few 


your shows? 


Sevendust to name a few. 

Their album titled “Hatred” is 
amazing and can be bought in any 
Newbury Comics location as well as 
at their website www.twytch.com 


Eric Dionne: So I guess we can 
start out with, what’s going on with 
the record labels? As well as who is 
interested in signing you guys? 

Joel Martinez: Actually, I can’t 
say specifics because of legal rea- 
sons, it’s like a closet session, but it’s 
a variety of European labels and 
American labels, it’s really all about 
going in and recording and touring 
with interviews. 

ED: Since the release of 
“Hatred” in September what is the 
vibe from everyone? 

JM: Amazing response, everyone 
has loved the CD and they say that it 
has a national quality to it. It has sold 
about 800 copies since the release in 
September so we are happy with the 
outcome. 

ED: You guys have been getting 
air time on the radio on WAAF and 
WBCN? 

JM: Yeah, we were the pick of 
the week for “Daddys” on WAAF a 
while back, about a month ago and 


they spun us, after shat ‘we got some 


phone calls.” 

ED: Once 2 you guys get signed by 
a label what is going to be the future 
plans for that? And I know that you 
have played some new material in 


We spotted the place by the huge news 
helicopter behind the chain-linked 


fence. 


people sat in front of them and 
watched over the programs being 
aired and sent in over satellites. It 
was sort of a “just in case room.” We 
saw shows such as Judge Joe Brown 
and a soap opera on the screens. 

Next, we went into the produc- 
tion room behind the show “The 
Phantom Gourmet.” 
there were controlling the cameras, 
music and graphics on the screen. 
When the commercial break came , 
we saw a man que in the music. We 
also saw the people on the set taking 
their short breaks and just being reg- 
ular people instead of actors or 
hosts. In the hall, | spotted the guy 
who was just on the television. He 
was now smoothing his hair. 

After this we ventured into the 
news studio. It was interesting to see 
the same place that is seen on our 
television screens at home. We 
learned about the green weather 
screen, which really has no graphics 
at all on it, but instead the graphics 
are shown on a moniter next to it. 

We also learned how news 


The people in — 
» told us people ate only in there about 


JM: We have been, there has 
been a few that we play, “Asylum of 
the Human Predator”, “Bleeding me 
Black”, “Open Eyes For Open 
Wounds”, Those are the new songs. 
Their more along the lines of the 
song Hatred, a lot of vocals, heavy 
guitars and a lot of drumming. That’s 
our aim at this point and the general 
direction we will be taking in the 
future. 

JM: To answer the first question, 
after we sign we are going to hit the 
studio and record a full length, then 
after that we are going to hit the road 
in support of the new CD and do 
interviews, hopefully after that we 
can do some national touring if all 
goes well. 

ED: Now I know that you guys 
have a set date down in North 
Carolina that must be great to finally 
be able to branch out of New 
England and see what other people 
think. 

JM: The feed back that we have 
been receiving is just unreal, every- 
one that has been on the website has 
heard our songs and they are buying 
the album from everywhere, it’s a 
great feeling. 

ED: What is in the plans of this 
summer? 

JM: The tour starts in the end of 
may and goes until around June, So 
we will be going from here down to 
Florida back home. 

ED: So what has been the 
response with your fans for the live 


anchors need to start out working in 
a small town in the middle of 
nowhere doing the news, working 
their way up in the business. 

We were told news anchor Sarah 
Underwood started out somewhere 
in a little town in Oregon. We also 
got to see the outside of the room 
where the lottery is drawn. Jennifer 


a half an hour every day and no one 
else is ever alowed in® 


We wandered into the-very- targe-— 


and busy room where the: Writers“ 
worked. Théte was a room in the < 


middle of this room just for meteo- 1 


rology where we learned that. this 
particular station only hires meteo- 
rologists-with degrees in that field. 

We saw Jack Williams of 
“Wednesday’s Child’ pass by us in 
the hall. 

Class members all agreed the trip 
was fun and a learning experience. 


shows? 

JM: Everything has been posi- 
tive, one of our last shows we had 
some fans that drove around eight 
hours to see us from Pennsylvania. 

ED: What has been the biggest 
change with the band since our last 
interview? 

JM: Our fan base and the reviews 
that we have received from interna- 
tional magazines and internet maga- 


twytch.com photo 
TWYTCH bassist Joel Martinez is a student at NECC. 


zines. So many magazines have 
given us great reviews, and the obvi- 
ous is the proposals that we have 
received from Indie and major labels. 

ED: Well I wish you guys the 
best of luck with everything and I'll 
definitely see you guys at some 
shows. 

JM: Thank you and we will be 
looking forward to seeing you. 


Student profile: Alex Krieger 


By Lisa CoPpPpoLa 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


Alex Krieger is a photography 
student here at NECC. Her work 
was displayed at this year’s art 
show, which was put on in the 
Bentley library. She is transferring 
to Mass Art this fall. 

“T try to find the most beautiful 
things in the most ordinary loca- 
tions,” she says of her pieces that 
were hanging on the wall of last 
week’s show. 

It seems as though Krieger has 
a knack for transforming everyday 
settings into black and white pho- 
tographs that hold a deeper mean- 
ing. 


Krieger is from Andover, 


A towering building, an exam- 
ple of Krieger’s work. 


Mass., and is very excited to live in 
the city of Boston. She has lived on 
her own before in New Hampshire, 
but it is nothing like what awaits her 
in Boston. 

Krieger adds, “My favorite 
thing about the photography pro- 
gram here at NECC is the long 
nights I spent in the darkroom with 
my headphones on making prints.” 

She says she would listen to 
classical music to inspire her. 

“Biff’s awesome, definitely 
someone I would love to come back 
and visit,” she says of Biff Ward, 
photography professor and mentor 
to NECC’s photography students. 

When asked about her favorite 
aspect of photography, she states, 
“T just like to change the reality o 
its 


Dustin Gray photo 
Here is Krieger posing with a 
fellow photography student. 
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The Quigmans By Buddy Hickerson KRT 


LIFE ©1004. 

BY MA 
ae HELL EeDeNNG 
Ch O GREAT SWAMI — I CAN SHOW YOU 


CAN YoU SHOW ME THE WAY FROM THE 
THE WAY? DARENESS TO 


I CAN SHOW You 
THE WAY TO THE 
ONCHANGING IN ALL 
THAT 1S CHANGING, 


THE LIGHT. 


T CAN SHOW You THE WAY 
TO THE IMPERISHABLE ONE 
WHO SEES BUT 1S NOT SEEN), 
WHO COMPREHENDS ALL 

WHILE ALL FAIL TO 
COMPREHEND HIM, 


I CAN Sow YOU T Can GHow You 
THE WAY FROMTHE WORLD THE WAY FROM TIME 
OF SHADOWS AND ILLUSION) TD VELESENESS. 
TO THE FINAL RELEASE OF 


Sri 30D OW HD HAO Biwi SHIOAWSS BwyIY HOOT OE 


“This is the be . The only 
hitch is you have a connecting flight to Fallujah.” T CAN SHOW You 
THE Way TOTHE 
QeYorD THAT 1S 


CAN YouSHOW ME 
THE WAY To THE 


Crosswor 


ACROSS 
1 H.S. math class 
5 Gasp 
9 Water vapor 
14 Sharpen 
15 Swedish rock 


group 

16 “SNL” producer 
Michaels 

17 Novel thought 


So Ty bene Med. 


Senne oe 18 Sport 
“You gotta pull back on the senseless 20 Additional’ 
. , : edition 
playground bullying, Joe. It's starting to PO cond MR dat 
feel like another Vietnam. 24 Speck 


25 Fidgety 
27 Auction offer 
28 Unbalanced 
33 Bedlam 
36 Small songbird 
37 Relinquish 
38 Child's play 
39 Winter coat? 
40 Coastal bird 
41 Ashtabula’s lake 
42 Camera eye 
43 Part of LEM 
44 One of Hoagy Sears eee Services, Inc. 
Carmichael's 
best 
46 Apple seed 7 Roundball letters Solutions 
47 Cushioned 8 Lateness 
footstool 9 Embankments 
49 Natl. TV network 10 Bull of the 
52 Attire Pampas 
56 Arm of the sea 11 Important times 
58 Political 12 Opposing 
coalitions position 
59 Formerly, 13 Track competition 
formerly 21 Eye part 
61 Bronco prodder 23 Happening 
62 Port of Iraq 26 Ontario city 
63 Evaluate 27 Actor Charles 
64 Bill of fare 29 Freeze over 
65 Mrs. Fred Mertz 30 “Wild at Heart” 
66 Streamlined star Laura 
swimmer 31 Writer O’Brien 
67 Rider's whip 32 Woodland 
ruminant 
DOWN 33 Average grades 
1 Show place? 34 Male red deer 
2 Cowboys 35 Katmandu's 48 Socialite Perle 54 Ritzy 
competition place 49 Frolic 55 Farm 
3 Awkward 36 Grapplers 50 Shoe designer measurement 


4 Equipment 39 Piccolo cousin Magli 57 Leatherneck’s 
Taditlns et. toa 5 Hocked 43 Fuzz 51 Pancake topper or 
: 6 Encourages in 45 Kind of fin 52 French cleric 60 Arctic explorer 
“Oh, that’s Morty ... We caught him cheatin wrongdoing 46 Subdued color. 53 __ du jour John 


on the scores, so we blackballed him.” 
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‘Envy 


By DEREK BEDARD 
Columnist 


Every now and then, there is a 
reason why movies are delayed. 
Usually because they stink beyond 
reasonable belief. One such film is 
“Envy,” a film starring Jack Black and 
Ben Stiller. “Envy” started filming 
almost exactly two years ago, and 
only now has been released. And there 
is a reason why. 

Tim (Stiller) and Nick (Black) are 
two best friends. They get along with 
life in their lower-middle class neigh- 
borhood and are both happy. 

However, Nick himself has a little 
bit of a problem with focusing. This is 
until one day Nick comes up with the 
idea of this new spray type deal where 
when sprayed, the smell of 
well...crap magically disappears. 

Nick, being the really nice per- 
son he is, offers Tim the chance to get 
into his invention and split everything 
50/50. Well, Tim turns down the 
chance, and as history tells you — yup 
you guessed it — Nick gets rich. 

Rather to sit on his hands and 


ponder “what if,” Tim starts to go 
insane with envy (hence the title), and 
will do anything and everything to get 
the ultimate revenge. 

Enter “The J Man” (Christopher 
Walken,) who mysterously shows up 
at a bar where Tim is drinking his life 
away. He sure is ready to turn Tim’s 
misfortune around by telling him to 
open up and start explaining how he 
really feels. The “fun” starts to begin, 
stress the word “fun.” 

Barry Levinson, the wonderful 
director of such films as “Good 
Morning Vietnam” and “Rain Man” is 
clearly lost here, kind of making a 
comedy movie he really has no busi- 
ness making. He should have left it to 
the comedy masters, either the Farrely 
Brothers or Kevin Smith to make this 
film. Because this once proud director 
is just a farce of himself. 

I also must say poor, poor Jack 
Black, as mentioned in a previous 
story. ’'m a huge fan of Jack Black, 
he was wonderful in “High Fidelity “ 
and “School of Rock.” Black does a 
decent enough job out of everyone in 
the movie, but he clearly seems lost or 
uninterested. 


Ben Stiller himself is on a down- 
ward spiral following the very funny, 
and very successful “Meet The 
Parents” (Save for “The Royal 
Tennenbaums, an under the radar film 


that I am really a big fan of.) 

He is just very dry and tries once 
again to get cheap humor by doing 
something crazy with a pet (he kills 
Nick’s horse by accident.) Stiller's 


a 
| 
{ 


Jack Black and Amy Poehler star in the less-than flattering 


movie “Envy.” 


Its been one wild winter.... 


This spring 
semester _at 
NECC has 
been a memo- 
rable one to'say 
the least. 
Working = as 
Arts and 
Entertainment 
editor for the Observer was an unbe- 
lievable experience for me. 

It really helped me realize work- 
ing as an arts columnist is exactly 
what I would like to do with my 
career. | have developed a greater 
love for theatre through the reviews 


I have done here at NECC. I really 
enjoyed giving people the recogni- 
tion they deserved for their perfor- 
mances. It was sort of like being 
Santa Clause for a semester. But 
instead of toys, I gave out words. 

My ies for the future involve 
working two bartending jobs this 
summer while also trying to find a 
new internship for the fall semester 
at a local newspaper. I am graduat- 
ing in a few weeks, but I am really 
considering trying to get a job as a 
reporter before transferring to a four- 
year school. 

] plan on using the summer and 
fall to make money to afford school. 
To be completely honest, | am not 
positive about my plans for the 


future. But who is? I just know I 
want to do sdmething as a career | 
am in love with and one that I can be 
proud of and excited by. 

Before I worked at the Observer, 
I never relish how much art and 
creativity was here at NECC. Every 
week, the school seemed to have 
many things going on activity-wise. 

The people in front and behind 
the scenes all put much effort into 
keeping the school alive with enter- 
tainment. 

The staff at the paper provided 
me with enough entertainment to 
last a very long time also. Thank you 
all very much for making my section 
so easy to fill this spring. Goodbye. 


A erttic’s farewell to all 


Dit BEDARD | 


“Hey. Let 
me welcome 
you ladies and 
gentlemen.1 
would like to 
say hello.Are 
you ready for 
some _ enter- 


tainment? Are 


you ready for a show?” 

Ok, so I sit here writing this 
thinking “yeah, so what exactly have 
I done in my life?” 

This in secret is not much. I’ve 
lived in Florida for a semester. Also, 
I’ve written for this here paper. But 
other than that, I really have not 
done a whole hell of a lot. 

So that having said, I think it’s 
time to pack up my bags and try to 
find something to do with my life. 

I figure in my closing message, I 
should say you know, writing about 


movies sure was fun. But I know one 
thing, is there is so much out there to 
see in the movie world and in the 
entertainment world in general. 

Picture this, Michael Bay makes 
millions of dollars making such 
crappy movies as “Armageddon,” 
“The Rock,” etc. 

Better yet, “Van Helsing” opens 
in a couple of days. Yet, they really 
don’t need your money. But you all 
gladly spend your money on people, 
companies, or entities which don’t 
need it. Hell, I’m guilty of it too I 
suppose. 

What you all really, really need 
to do is go out and find someplace, 
any place which screens indepentant 
films. They need you bigtime. 
Without the support in place, who 
really knows how many dreamers 
and wonderful minds we will lose 
out on? 

Who knows, maybe without you 
people will stop going to film 
schools, because we all know people 


who make multi-billion dollar 
movies don’t go to film school. 

But hey, if you still want to sup- 
port people who are set for life, go 
on and do it, whatever. 

Go broaden your horizons. Buy 
a Chow Yun-Fat movie, watch a 
romantic comedy. Do something, 
break the cycle if you will. Just 
enjoy it while you have it to enjoy. 

Until we meet again, let me 
close by quoting Freddie Mercury. 

“If you dig the New York scene. 
We’ll have a son of a bitch of a time. 
C’mon. Let me entertain, let me 
entertain. Let me entertain you 
tonight.” 


The Gay/Straight 


with folk singer 
Karen Grenier 


By BRENDA BOLDUC 
Graphics Editor 


It’s Friday night. I’m sitting in 
my English Comp class, and we 
hear someone singing. Whoever it 
is, they have an amazing, strong 
voice. 

Our teacher, Barbara Collins, 
asks the class if we'd like to go and 
listen to whoever was singing and 
use the experience as part of a writ- 
ing assignment. Of course, we all 
agree. 

Before entering the hall, we 
asked the Gay/Straight Alliance 
Club, which was hosting the affair, 
who was performing. We were 
informed they had invited a folk 
singer by the name of Karen 
Grenier. Grenier sings and writes 
her own songs and also plays the 
guitar. 

Grenier has been playing for 
about seven or eight years. She 
stopped working two years ago to 
commit all her time to music. Her 
first CD sold over 3,000 copies and 
her second about 1,500 so far. She 
has a strong voice that vibrates 
though your body, and her song- 


writing is deep and_ intuitive. 
Grenier’s sound is very similar to 
the famous. singer Melissa 
Etheridge. 


A lot of Grenier’s songs reflect 
experiences and struggles through- 
out her life. One song called, “I 
Want To Be Where You Are” was 
written after 9/11 with the death and 
destruction of the twin towers and 
loss of so many lives. 

At that time, she wanted desper- 
ately to be with someone she cared 


Alliance hosts concert 


not worth the wait in theaters 


been using that gimmick for way to 
long, and it’s as about as dirty as a 
cheap suit after being worn 100 times. 

Now I’m going to move onto the 
issue of Christopher Walken & Larry 
David. Man, how desperate were they 
for attention! Walken is golden in 
almost anything he touches. 

David, the man __ behind 
“Seinfield” and the star of “Curb your 
Enthuiasm”, just seems wrong to be 
involved in such a horrible train 
wreck. 

In a way, they remind me of how 
A] Pacino was in “Gigli,” a good actor 
who for one reason or another was 


just lost and looking for the almighty 


one. 
Like I said before, there are rea- 
sons why some movies get delayed, 
and like some of them (“From Justin 
to Kelly,” “Gigli”and “Collatteral 
Damage”) they’re just pure crap 101. 
“Envy” in a way is hurt because 
of this. It’s not the best movie ever 
made, not the worst. But I’d waste 
your money on something else, 
movie a little more entertaining and 
one a little less problematic. 


Folk music at NECC 


for and wasn’t able to be. Another 
song, which according to Grenier 
her friends have dubbed “the PMS 
song,” because they feel she was 
suffering from PMS when it was 
written is called “Am I Strong 
Enough.” It’s very clear it reflects 
her mood at the time it was written. 

Grenier’s humor came through 
in between her songs. Wanting at 
one point to rest her fingers and yet 
not knowing what to talk about, she 
continued playing. 

Midway through the concert, a 
security guard appeared and asked 
her if she would announce the plate 
number of a car because someone 
had left their lights on in the parking 
lot. She graciously read off the 
plate number and jokingly admitted 
how relieved she was, because 
when she saw the security guard she 
thought he was coming to tell her 
someone had broken into her car. 

Grenier’s CD’s sell for $10 a 
piece. You can find out more about 
her, where she’s performing next, or 
order any of her cds at cdbaby.com. 


Here Grenier sings ‘Am I 
Strong Enough.’ 
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‘World Asthma Day in Lawrence 


Fair run by students in 
Respiratory Therapist 
program 


By BILL DONOVAN 
News Editor 


Participating in “World Asthma 
Day,” NECC respiratory care stu- 
dents planned an educational fair 
Tuesday, May 4, in the Atrium of the 


Lawrence campus. There, students 
helped raise awareness of the respira- 
tory-problem, setting up an informa- 
tion booth, giving out handouts and 
interviewing students who think they 
may have it as well. 

“There has been a definite 
increase in people who have asth- 
ma,” said Chris Rowse, an instructor 
of respiratory care and program coor- 
dinator for NECC’s “World Asthma 
Day. 

“Also in Lawrence, more people 
have become asthmatics. We hope to 
raise awareness of asthma.” 


Convocation discussed 


Continrued from page | 


the impact they had on the econ- 
omy of the community. He explained 
it showed the salaries earned by stu- 
dents before they entered community 
colleges then how much they made 
after graduating. It also took into 
account the taxes paid by those stu- 
dents. It all went into showing the 
impact the colleges had on the com- 
munity. 

“We knew it was going to be a 
great report, but it was better than we 
ever thought,” Hartleb stated. 

Paul Bevilacqua spoke on the 
fifth year NEASC report, which the 
college will begin to work on next 
semester. The report, given to 
NEASC, or the New England 
Association of Schools and Colleges, 


scores areas of the college such as 
diversity. A group of NECC employ- 
ees has been put together to work on 
the report. 

Hartleb closed the meeting with 
a briefing on the 2004 commence- 
ment. 

He said keynote speaker, come- 
dian and television personality Tom 
Bergeron was very enthusiastic 
about the day and has great memo- 
ries of NECC. 

The student speaker will be 
Charlene Boucher, a business man- 
agement major who returned’ to 
school after years in the workplace. 

“We always have a great com- 
mencement,” Hartleb explained. 
“It’s the best day of the year at 
Northern Essex.” 


A worldwide problem, asthma 
makes up one-third of pediatric 
emergency visits in the United 
States. 4.8 million children suffer 
from asthma. It is often caused by 
allergies and results in such symp- 
toms as hard breathing, a tight chest, 
and chronic coughing. 

At the fair, respiratory care stu- 
dents screened people, interviewing 
them to help tell if they have the 
health-problem. 

“The students will be asking peo- 
ple questions, helping them recog- 
nize signs of asthma,” added Rowse. 


NORTHERN © 
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“These respiratory therapists will 
point those who think they do in the 
direction to go and seek medical 
attention.” 

Rowse feels having this fair is 
not only a good way to raise aware- 
ness on the respiratory problem, but 
also to get his students used to inter- 
viewing the public. 

“This is a good public-relations 
thing for them,” stated Rowse. “In 
the past, the students have assisted 
the elderly with medical problems. 
Asthmatics are usually young and it 
gives them a chance to interact with 


the college. I think this is a good ser- 
vice to the community. 

NECC’s respiratory care pro- 
gram instructs many respiratory ther- 
apists who work in the Merrimack 
Valley. 

Topics covered at this fair includ- 
ed identifying environmental asthma 
triggers, maintaining allergen free 
indoor environments, asthma med- 
ication, and asthma management and 
proper meter dose inhaler tech- 
niques. 


David Willis photo 


NECC President David Hartleb, right, and a sign language translator tell NECC employees about 
the status of a number of NECC issues, including the budget for FY’05 and an update on con- 


struction projects. 


Horoscopes 


(KRT) 
May 3-9, 2004 
Aries (March 21-April 


20). Before next week, 
romantic partners may be 


inconsistent or sensitive to 
criticism. Expect friends and lovers 
to avoid serious information and yet 


demand key discussions. Wait for 
moodiness to pass. Emotional 
progress may be temporarily delayed 
but it is worthwhile. After Thursday 
co-workers or close friends may 
challenge the authority of key offi- 
cials. Remain quietly diplomatic. 
Managers and business partners will 
avoid confrontation but privately 
evaluate job assignments. 
Taurus (April 21-May 
e 20). Romance and sensuali- 
ty return. Before midweek, 
watch for key relationships 
to begin an era of new proposals and 
common goals. Many Taureans will 
soon leave behind almost six weeks 
of fading romantic hope and family 
disruptions. Don't look back. Later 
this week, loved ones announce 
unexpected home changes. Family 
finances, short-term travel and 
shared expenses may be at issue. 
Take time to fully research creative 
solutions. Progress will be fast. 
Gemini (May 21-June 
[| 21). Luck and rare social 
circumstance may soon 
introduce a powerful new 
friendship into your life. Early 
Tuesday, watch for unusual flirta- 
tions and accept all invitations. Past 
emotional history or outdated love 
affairs may soon create unexpected 
alliances. Some Geminis also .:ay 


experience a sudden reversal of work 
expect yesterday's abandoned pro- 
jects to soon demand decisive action. 
Key officials are receptive. 
—~ty Cancer (June 22-July 
O> misinformation or vague 
social promises. Before 
be easily reversed. At present, loved 
ones are temporarily unsure of their 
innocent misunderstandings and last- 
minute changes will not prove both- 
officials may demand new research 
and detailed records. Pay close atten- 
leagues. Your efforts will be appreci- 
ated. 
22- 22). 
Early this week, documents 
and important work infor- 
ed or revised. Pay close attention to 
minor facts and yesterday's legal 
sensuality will bring renewed energy 
and focus. Plan cozy encounters and 
ones. Over the next few weeks, pre- 
viously strained relationships will 
ful wave of intimacy, trust and 
shared commitment to soon arrive. 
Over the next five days, 
social gatherings will pro- 
ing flirtation. Enjoy enter- 
taining moments with friends and 


titles or job assignments. If so, 
Don't hesitate to share your ideas. 
22). Friends may provide 
Thursday, expect times and dates to 
own social priorities. Don't confront; 
ersome. Later this week, business 
tion to the past mistakes of col- 
J Leo (July 22-Aug. 2 
mation may need to be edit- 
issues. After Tuesday, romance and 
spend extra private time with loved 
steadily improve. Watch for a power- 
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). 
vide the context for charm- 
potential lovers. For many Virgos, 


long-term romance will soon offer 
encouragement and solid rewards. 
Don't withhold your thoughts, 
dreams and wishes. Friday through 
Sunday also accent unexpected news 
from distant relatives or friends. Key 
concerns may involve older family 
members and daily health obliga- 
tions. Stay focused. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 
Q 23). Late Monday, friends 
S— and lovers may expand 
their expectations. Revised 
social roles or short-term love affairs 
may be key concerns. Accept private 
compliments but remain cautious. 
Over the next few days, romantic 


promises and brief flirtations will be 
probing personal questions. 
careful diplomacy. Avoid bold opin- 
22). Over the next few 

work or rapidly completed projects. 
respond quickly to new assignments. 
ated. After Thursday, loved ones may 
complex family obligations will cre- 
Sagittarius (Nov. 23- 


highly unpredictable. After mid- 
week, business officials may ask 
Workplace politics and relations 
with younger colleagues will require 
ions and group discussions. 
Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 
l | 5 days, expect key officials 
to request detailed paper- 
Private employee information may 
be a key concern. Stay alert and 
Your ability to react calmly and 
make valid decisions is being evalu- 
propose new schedules or revised 
home duties. Before next week, 
ate ongoing tensions. Remain flexi- 
ble to the needs of others. 
Dec. 21). Social reluctance 
may be a temporary theme. 


Over the next three days, expect 
friends or close relatives to be 
moody or distant. Don't press for 
detailed explanations. At present, 
bothersome doubts or a fear of aban- 
donment may need to be resolved. 
After midweek, loved ones may also 
ask for special consideration con- 
cerning a private family dispute. If 
so, offer encouragement but avoid 
acting as mediator. Your attention to 
detail may not be appreciated. 
Remain detached. 


4 Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 


20). Strong social and 

romantic sentiments are dis- 
tracting. Before midweek, watch for 
loved ones to be briefly thoughtful or 
silent. All is positive, however, so 
not to worry. Join in and explore old 
memories. After Wednesday, sensu- 
ality and physical attraction are 
accented. Expect passionate over- 
tures from potential lovers. Before 
June, minor social triangles and ethi- 
cal decisions are accented. In the 
coming weeks, ongoing tensions 
may be unavoidable. Stay calm. 


Aquarius (Jan. 21-Feb. 
WN 19). Over the next four 
WN days, vital bits of informa- 
tion may arrive from yes- 
terday's paperwork or long-complet- 
ed work tasks. Respond quickly to 
minor mistakes and factual errors. 
An unyielding dedication to accura- 
cy will bring recognition and sup- 
port. Wednesday through Saturday 
also accent romantic progress and 
delightful invitations from loved 
ones. Key relationships will begin 
moving forward. Don't hesitate to 
express your needs and ask for reli- 
able promises. 


Pisces (Feb. 20-March 
20). Loved ones may need 
to examine past relation- 


ships. Vital issues may 


involve emotional truths between 
friends, romantic promises and long- 
forgotten expectations. Stay focused 
on an honest discussion of the facts 
and all will be well. After midweek, 
some Pisceans also will experience a 
dramatic expansion of workplace 
duties. If so, expect older officials to 
press for rapid and _ sustained 
progress. Remain dedicated. 
Financial rewards will soon arrive. 

If your birthday is this week ... 
Career advancement may be briefly 
stalled over the next eight to nine 
weeks. Miscommunication between 
colleagues is a subtle theme before 
mid-July. Expect managers and boss- 
es to quickly revise assignments or 
ask for a renewed commitment to 
training. After Aug. 5, a powerful 
wave of romantic attraction and fast 
social progress arrives. 

Key relationships will evolve 
toward shared promises, relocation 
or family planning. This is an excel- 
lent time to announce new ideals to 
family members and push for con- 
crete romantic change. By late 
October, a series of quick financial 
or social decisions may also intro- 
duce a new circle of friends into your 
life. Accept all invitations as valid 
and don't look back. 
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Summer’s here and it’s time to find 
a swimsuit: What’s hot & what’s not 


Heres some tips on 
how to look your best 
while having fun in 
the sun 


By DusTIN GRAY 
Style Editor 


As you all 
have probably 
noticed, the 
weather is 
warming up at 
an incredible 
rate. How long 
it will last is 
another _ story 


altogether though. 

Nonetheless, if you plan on hit- 
ting the beach this summer, it’s time 
to start thinking about what you’re 
going to wear to the beach this sum- 
mer. 

Swimwear is an important thing 
to consider for a couple of reasons. 
First of all, it’s the least amount of 
clothing you’ll ever wear in public, 

_so you have to make sure what you 
choose makes you look good. And 
secondly, it’s a huge element of a 
person’s individual style, (more so 
for women than for men.) 


Fun in the sun with fresh new swimwear. 


Examples of bikini styles. 


I mean, let’s face it, women defi- 
nitely have more options, (not that us 
guys want options.) For the most 
part, men like to keep it simple. 

For this summer season, not 
much has changed. Boardshorts are 
the way to go. Some of the best name 
brands for men’s boardshorts are 
O’niell, Hurley and Quicksilver. 

Quicksilver also makes a great 
line of women’s clothing as well as 
swimwear called Roxy. Some men 
go for the bright colorful patterns 
with Hawaiian flowers. But for the 
most part, guys usually stick to the 
simple one or two- 
tone styles. 

Either way you go 
is sure to be a hit with 
the ladies. Just one 
word of advice though 
gentlemen: no matter 
what you look like, 
short, tall, skinny or 
small, Speedo’s are 
out, way out! They are 
as far out as humanly 
possible. Ask any lev- 
elheaded girl and 
she’ ll more than likely 
agree. 

Now as I said 
before, the ladies have 
a lot more choices when 


‘KRT 


it comes to swimwear. But they 
mainly fall into two categories, one- 
piece and two-piece. Though now a 
days two pieces are more popular, 
there is still something sexy about a 
woman in a one-piece swimsuit. If 
you don’t believe me I’ve got one 
word for you, ”Baywatch.” 

As far as two-pieces go, there are 
some great styles for this summer 
season. One of the most popular 
swimsuits this year are the new tank- 
inis. The bottoms are just like those 
of a regular bikini, but the top is 
more like a combination of a tank top 
and a belly shirt. 

Some of the best brand names for 
bikinis this season are Anne Klein 
and Liz Claiborne. Both of these 
lines have very popular styles. 

Even the wonderful makers of 
the Miracle Bra have contributed 
greatly to this season’s line-up of 
swimsuits. Their new “Miracle Suit” 
is a great way to add a little extra 
boost to certain features that may 
need boosting. Sure, they may be a 
little more expensive, but it’s a small 
price to pay for a false sense of secu- 
rity. 

So I hope I’ve been able to give 
everyone some ideas for what to 
wear in the sun this summer. 


Say goodbye to NECC style 


Well folks, 
it sure has 
been a wild 
ride. But 
unfortunately, 
this is where I 
get off. 

But really, 
on a_ serious 
note, this will 
be my last semester here at Northern 
Essex as well as the end of the road 
for me as the Observer’s Style editor. 

First of all, | would like to thank 
a few people who have helped me 
along the way. Amy Callahan and 
everyone on the Observer staff have 
really taught me a lot about objective 
journalism and newswriting. For 
this, | am extremely appreciative. 

Also, I would like to thank the 
members of the NECC faculty who 
have cooperated with me in my 
attempts to create good stories. 
These people include; Jim Murphy, 
Susan Sanders, Biff Ward and every- 
one in the art department. Without 
the continuing support of these peo- 


ple, My job would have been much 
more difficult, if not impossible. 

Last but certainly not least, I 
would like to thank my readers for 
their support. Thing is, it doesn’t 
make much sense for me to write 
articles or take pictures if there is no 
one out there to enjoy them. So for 
that | am in a great debt to all of you. 

Now I’m not too sure if the rest 
of you even care if I even live to 
write for another article. But what 
the hell, | thank you as well. 

Also, | know there may be a few 
of you out there that are not so fond 
of my un-orthodox style of journal- 
ism, but that’s just something you'll 
have to live with. Look at the bright 
side... ll be gone before you know 
it. And in reference to that group of 
people, I just want you to know that 
I’m not sorry for publishing anything 
I have written and stand by my con- 
Victions, (no matter how kooky they 
may seem.) But then again, I do have 
a problem with vanity I am working 
very hard to cope with every day. 

I have had a lot of great memo- 


| 


ries here at Northern Essex and have 
made some great friends as well. I 
really appreciate the hard work and 
devotion that came from everyone 
here at the newsroom. There has 
been a lot of long hours and hard 
work put into making this paper hap- 
pen and I want everyone to know 
that this isn’t just some half-assed 
approach to building a resume. 

For me, it has been much more 
than that. It has been a stepping stone 
to my future and I will never forget 
it. 

Lastly, I hope everyone who has 
read my articles gets something out 
of them. I have always used credible 
sources for everything I have done. I 
feel | owe that to my readers. And 


just so you know, I never tried to 


intentionally hurt anyone’s feelings. 
So once again, I'd like to say 
thanks to everyone who made the 
success of my section possible and 
wish them all the brightest futures. 


Here’s a few examples of the new floral-designed boardshorts. 


Five true facts about 
women's swimwear 


1. The bikini debuted in 1946, the same 
year as the atomic bomb tests on Bikini 
Island, from whence it was named. 

2. The bikini was almost called “The 
Atom” 
3. The most common size for a woman 


in reference to its small size. 


wearing a two-piece swimsuit is 10. 

4. Eighty-percent of women who try on 
swimwear leave the store empty-handed. 
5. Eighty-five percent of swimsuits never 
touch the water. 


Make your — 
avelee heard 


=\ 
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Knights finish strong, ready 
for state tournament 


By JASON JOAQUIN 
Sports Editor 


The Knights have closed up the 
season, going 9-6 in the region and 
securing themselves a place in the 
MCCAC State Tournament. The 
tournament will take place this 
Saturday, May 8. 

The team got stellar pitching this 
season from starters Adam Del Rio, 
Tom Lorette, Jimmy Wi'son, Matt 
Maguire and Ryan Mcoradian. 
Combined, the starting five + «re 13- 
8 with a 3.04 team ERA. 

Along the way, Del Rio, 
Maguire, Lorette, Mooradian and 
reliever Richard Hendgen combined 
for three straight no hitters. 

Offensively, the teams batting 
average was .265. Adam Del Rio, 
Francisco Baez, Matt Maguire and 
Richard Hendgen all had averages 
over .300. 

Head coach Kerry Quinlan and 
assistant coach Ray MacDonald 
were very pleased the way the team 
came together throughout the year 
and lineup. 

Most of these players will be 
returning next year and will hopeful- 
ly be able to play their home games 
here at NECC. 

As of now, they are getting ready 
for the state tournament this week- 
end and hopefully earn a berth in the 
regional tournament the following 
weekend. 

Hopefully after that, it’s the 
National Championship in Batavia, 
NY. 


TEAM BATTING LEADERS 


Runs Adam Del Rio 21 
Hits Adam Del Rio 30 
2B Adam Del Rio ° 
3B Francisco Baez 2 
HR Adam Del Rio 3 
BB Adam Del Rio 9 
SB Adam Del Rio a: 
Francisco Baez 3 
AVG Adam Del Rio 
RBI Ryan Doherty 


TEAM PITCHING LEADERS ~ 


IP Tom Lorette 40.1 

W/L Adam Del Rio 5-1. 
ERA (Min. 25 IP) Tom Lorette 1.79 
SO Tom Lorette 56 ~~ 

Ss Tom Loretie 3 


Sport Shorts 


Patriots backup quarterback Rohan Dayey is light- 
ing it up for the Berlin Thunder in the NFL Europe. 
The Thunder sit in first place at 5-0, being led by Davey’s 
896 yards passing and a league leading 11 touchdown 

asses. With the season halfway over, the Thunder are 
Beocnriad a favorite to make an appearance in the World 
Bowl. Davey can be seen this Saturday at 1 p.m. on the 
NFL Network as his Thunder take on the 1-4 Cologne 
Centurions. Davey also keeps a weekly journal that can be 
read at Patriots.com. 


Jeff Gordon captured his second win in a row this 
past Sunday taking the Auto Club 500. Gordon’s tea- 
mate Jimmie Johnson finished second. The race was not 
without controversy as for the second week in a row. Tony 
Stewart had some tempers flaring after the race. The 
series will have a week off before returning to action May 
15 at Richmond International Raceway. Dale Earnhardt Jr. 
leads the points followed by Johnson, Gordon, Matt 
Kenseth and Kurt Busch to round out the top five. 


Federal investigators have obtained the steroid 
results of all 1200 Major League players from last sea- 
son. The union is expected to file a motion to have all, but 
the results of ten players returned. One player has already 
thought of filing suit against the union while others are 
worried about the public backlash that may take place if 
the results are leaked. An agreement signed by the league 
and the union in July 3003 had promised players their 
results would remain annonymous. 


The US team has advanced to the quarter-finals of 
the International Hockey World Championship. The 
team will face off against the Czech Republic today, May 
5. The USA collected a big win against Russia to help pro- 
pel them to this round. Boston College alumni Mike Grier 
and Chris Drury each scored third period goals to give the 
US the 3-2 win. Info and results can be found at 
IHWC.net. 


UPS & YOU. 


WORKING TOGETHER AS ONE TEAM. 
Individuals with leadership potential can look forward 
to a rewarding career at UPS. Call us today and explore 
the benefits of working at the UPS Chelmsford Facility 


as a Part-Time Package Handler. 
(Must be able to lift parcels weighing up to 70 Ibs.) 


VARIOUS SHIFTS AVAILABLE 


EARN & 


LEARN | IN COLLEGE EDUCATION ASSISTANCE!!! 
Program | -- ups carn & Learn Program guidelines apply. 


To Set Up An Appointment With Your Northern Essex Community College 
On-Campus Recruiter, Call Our Phone Mail: 


David (Haverhill Campus): 978-441-3691 Ext. 4021 
Rosa (Haverhill Campus): 978-441-3691 Ext. 4038 
Enrique (Lawrence Campus): 978-441-3691 Ext. 4066 
Or Call: 978-441-3400 


An Equal Opportunity Employer 


UPS are he UPS Deeetreert ae rogetered rechrrerts of Untied Perod Serves of Aewetics, nc. AB righ erwet 


The UPS ES 
GREAT STARTING WEEKLY PAY * MEDICAL & DENTAL GET UP TO $ 23 000 


401(K) * HOLIDAYS OFF * PAID VACATIONS 
UPS BONUS PROGRAM * AND MUCH MORE!!! 
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Were Pedro comments about 
leaving Boston out of line? 


[Pom 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


I have one message for Pedro 
Martinez, shut the heck up. 

Going into the season, every- 
one who knew anything about the 
Red Sox and Pedro Martinez 
knew that his contract was going 
to be a problem. For most play- 
ers, the last year of their contract 
would serve as motivation to 
show what you can do. But for 
Pedro, it's a year to whine and try 
to get what he wants. 

Pedro has been on and off this 
season, pitching a great game 
against the Blue Jays but then 
throwing a terrible game against 
the Orioles. He no longer is the 
pitcher who will dominate every 
outing. It was joked in the Boston 
Metro that instead of being 
labeled “Special,” he must now 
be marked “Handle with Care.” 

All of those parts made Pedro 
an even bigger pain when he 
announced he would no longer 
continue contract talks with the 
Red Sox and would test the free 
agent market after the season. 

Make no mistake about it, 
Pedro is a slick businessman. 
Everything he does is carefully 
thought out so that he will get the 
best out of this that he can. 

But for Pedro, the question 
must be asked, why now? 

Why, when the Red Sox are 
playing so well does he decide to 
make a statement against the Red 
Sox, one that is bound to create 
some friction within the team. 

He doesn't have to hate the 
Yankees, but for the fans, he 
should act like he doesn't want to 
go to New York. 

Pedro looked even worse, 
because he followed it up with a 
bad performance against the 
Rangers and the Sox were swept 
in the three-game series. 

Pedro, a little advice from 
Sox fans. You play for the Sox 
right now, so shut up and play 
ball! 


ByJASON JOAQUIN 
Sports Editor 


So once again, Pedro opens his 
mouth and everybody is all over him. 
Derek Lowe did the same thing, but 
no one is complaining about him. 
Martinez has openly stated he will 
test the market after the season. 

Will he or won’t he? Is he blow- 
ing smoke at the Red Sox owners to 
send a message? No one really 
knows but Pedro himself. Manny 
Ramirez on the other hand says 
Pedro would like to stay in Boston. 
Manny even went as far as offering 
to take a pay cut to keep the ace in 
town. 

This may have been the worse 
possible time for Pedro to come out 
and make this statement. The team 
had a six game winning-streak going. 
Pedro was 3-1 before his last outing 
against Texas, which was his worst 
of the season. 

Let’s go back before the season. 
Pedro stated he would not negotiate 
at all during the season. But he left 
the door open a month into the sea- 
son for Sox ownership to make him 
some kind of offer which never 
came. 

Can we blame Pedro if this 
upsets him? They had all of the off 
season, all of spring training, and 
now a month of the season to put 
something on the table. 

What comes into question now is 
if the Sox even want him back or not. 
General Manager Theo Epstein put 
out a statement saying disputes with 
players are inevitable and they will 
be resolved in time. 

We knew coming into this season 
the primary focus of team manage- 
ment was to win this year and worry 
about negotiations later. Jason 
Veritek, Derek Lowe and David 
Ortiz also will be looking for new 
deals in the offseason. Nomar 


Garciaparra will play for a contract 
as well if he ever gets back. 

So it is possible that the Sox 
point of view is to have all these guys 
in contract years. Usually, a contract 
year means a great effort now, cash 
in future. 


Last Week’s Answer: The 
Red Sox last swept the 
Yankees in Yankee Stadium 


in Sept. 1999. 


Heaven at Fenway Park 


A reflection on the 
way I view baseball 
and sports in general 


I’ve always been amazed at how 
a form of entertainment can bring so 
many people together. That among 
all the hate in the world, so many 
people can get along and find a com- 
mon bond in something meant to do 
little more than entertain the masses. 

This is, of course, sports. I know 
what you may be thinking, many 
people fight and hate each other just 
because they are fans of different 
sports teams. That sports bring 
destruction, like the riots after the 
Red Sox playoff games. 

While that is true, there is also a 
lot of love within sports. 

A few weeks back, I was at a Red 
Sox game against the Toronto Blue 
Jays, and once the game was over, 
people just started slapping each 
other’s hands and hugging each other 
like they had known one another for 
years. And these are people that had 
never even talked. That night, I must 
have given at least 100 people “five” 
and I only came with one other per- 
son. 

This feeling gets even stronger 
when the Red Sox play the hated 
Yankees. Sure, there is no love 
between Sox and Yankees fans, but 
the bond between Sox fans gets even 
stronger. 

When Keith Foulke came out of 
the bullpen, the crowd erupted in 
loud cheers. And when the closer the 
Sox have been needing for years 
struck out Jason Giambi to finish off 


press time. 


NBA coverage. 


the Yanks, getting the Sox a 3-1 series 
win, the crowd went into a frenzy. 
This is in April. A guy even offered 
me a beer for no apparent reason. 

I recently sat down and tried to 
figure out why I love sports so much. 
I thought about why 1.5 million peo- 
ple, including myself, packed into 
Boston just to catch a glimpse of the 
Patriots with their Super Bowl tro- 
phy. 

I wondered why I am genuinely 
happy when The Sox win a game and 
I get really mad when they lose. | 
thought about why just watching a 
Patriots game makes me really 
happy. Unless they lose, of course. 

I came to the conclusion that it is 
an escape for me. While the Sox can 
get my stress level up pretty high, it 
does a lot to lower the stress of my 
normal life. 

Last summer, I got a chance to 
cover some games for the Lowell 
Spinners, the single-A affiliate for 
the Red Sox. 

Despite the fact that the baseball 
was pretty low quality, based on the 


fact that it was the lowest level of 


professional baseball there is and that 
I was on deadline for the Eagle- 
Tribune, I have done few things that 
were more fun than those games. 

I was so relaxed sitting in the 
press box watching baseball and 
scoring the game in my book. For a 
few hours, there was no other issue. | 
didn’t have to think about school, 
girls, anything. I usually had the 
issue of the interviews and the article 
I had to write. But if there is anything 
I know I can do, it is write baseball. 

This wasn’t work for me. Sitting 
and watching a baseball game is 
heaven to me. Actually being at the 
park makes it even better. It gets 
even better if it is a football game. 
But baseball is more relaxing. 


Boston Sports Update 


Red Sox: The Sox held first place as of May 2 by 1.5 games over 
the Yankees, who have won six games in a row. The Sox were © 
swept over the weekend by the Texas Rangers, but still remained 7- 
3 in their last ten games. Pedro Martinez stated he will test free 
agency next year and Manny Ramirez surprised everyone by Dee 
to take a paycut to keep Pedro in town. Vice President Mike Port — 
had a heart attack over the weekend and was in stable condition a 


Patriots: The Patriots held ther first rookie mini-camp i this past 
week. It gave the rookies their first chance to see what the Patriots’ 
program was like and also gave the media an up close look at them. 


Bhiine The Boston Bruins license plate commercial, "Zamboni o on 
the Lenny," starring Bruins rookies Andrew Raycroft and Patrice 
Bergeron, was awarded a New England Emmy for Best Commercial _ 
by ne New Eaiand pore of the National Television epee - 


Celtics: The Celts hired Doc Rivers as their new head coach. : 
Rivers was let go as coach of the Orlando Magic after the team start- 
ed at 1-10. He is currently working as a color analyst for ESPN’s 


I remember when I played foot- 
ball in high school, standing on the 
field before a game just taking in the 
atmosphere. Standing on the field the 
Patriots once played on just before 
the Super Bowl my senior year at 
Pentucket, getting ready to play. Or 
running onto the field to take my spot 
on the line, it was amazing, it was 
like being a celebrity. So many peo- 
ple cheering for you. 

I hadn’t been to a Red Sox game 
in a long time, so I had almost for- 
gotten what it was like to take in the 
whole feeling of the Red Sox. I 
watch almost every game on TV, but 
I had forgotten what it was like to be 
there. 

I don’t really like to cheer too 
much. I’m not one of those fans who 
yells and swears at the players and 
freaks on Yankees fans. I like to sit 
back and enjoy the game. I get excit- 
ed when my team is winning and 
pissed off when they are losing. But I 
like to sit back in my seat and take in 
the atmosphere. When it’s Fenway, I 
really just like to sit back and take in 
the history. 

I love football, but it gets me so 
riled up. I really just love to sit back 
and watch a baseball game. Even at 
home, there is really nothing better. It 
is for me what drinking is to many 
people, an escape from reality and 
trip to a fantasy world. 

There is nothing better than 
Fenway Park. Sitting in a 90-year- 
old ballpark way out in the bleachers 
in an absurdly small chair that is fac- 
ing left field instead of home plate. 
This is while the guy behind me is 
spilling beer all over everyone. 

But once the players take the 
field and the game starts, it’s heaven 
to me. 


a 
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Faculty member 
turns into an insane 
older woman on 
Saturday night 


By Lisa COPPOLA 
Arts and entertainment editor 


This past Saturday night, the 
audience in the Top Notch Theatre 
watched in awe as one of the col- 
lege’s professors performed amaz- 
ingly in an “Evening of student 
directed one act plays.” 

Clare Thompson is an English 
instructor here at the school. She 
played the crazy 
older lady in the 
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couple for being a little distraught 
over the deathof their five children. 

Naomi initially goes through 
each room of the house and explains 
what each room was for 

“The cellar is where we collect 
our cells,” she says. 

Throughout the rest of the act, 
such subjects as Bush’s abortion plan 
and unreasonalbe mood swings came 
up. There was even a part where 
Naomi attempts to have an orgasm 
on the couch in front of her house 
guests. 

“I guess I will find out on 
Tuesday if my students saw me,” 
Thompson added. 

She has taken Acting 101, Scene 
Study and an audition class here at 
the college. 

“1 do this just to have fun” she 

stated. 
Other plays put 


third play into the ————— on this night were, 


show. Her charac- 


‘Game Theory,’ 


ter was absolutely I do this just to ‘Visiting Dad,’ 


hilarious. 

From her awk- have fun. 
ward laughter to 
use of sporadic 


“Mere Mortals,’ 
“Kitty the Waitress,” 


and ‘The Role of 


Della.’ 


obscenities, this -Clare Thompson The humor and 


woman made the 
audience roar. 


vocabulary of the 
night was what 


“Naomi In The 
Living Room” was 
written by Christopher Durang and 
directed by Andrew Johnson. Bryan 
Burns Fedele played the part of 
John, the crazy lady’s son who she 
barely remembers and who ends up 
in drag. 

Johnna, his wife is played by 
Becca LaPeirre. She is continuously 
insulted by her mother-in-law. 
Especially after she makes fun of the 


caught the viewers 
up in the show. 

“I thought that all three of the 
shows in the first half were excel- 
lent. The crazy lady in the third play 
was the best,” said Bob Pomerleau, 
audience member during intermis- 
sion. 

The evening was the final pro- 
ject for the theatre directing class. It 
was an expeirence most found 
extremely exciting. 
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Clare Thompson, right, poses for a shot with her twin sister 


Maryann after the show. 


A crowd of people grab some refreshments during a night of theater. 
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Northern Essex cast members perform part of the one-act play “Naomi In The Living Room.” 
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